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Abstract

This research aimed to study (1) the roles of subdistrict and village headmen for solving political
conflicts in Pattani province, (2) factors affected the roles of subdistrict and village headmen for solving
political conflicts in Pattani province and (3) future tendency of the roles of subdistrict and village headmen for
solving political conflicts in Pattani province.

The research was a qualitative research using population and sample groups such as subdistrict
headmen, village headmen and persons who involving the roles of subdistrict and village headmen i.e. assistant
district chief officers, local politicians, religion leaders, community leaders and people in Pattani province. The
sample groups were specifically selected and finally obtained 16 persons. Research tool was a questionnaire and
data obtained were descriptively analyzed.

Results were found that (1) subdistrict headmen and village headmen as village leaders were
reliable and acceptable for villagers played the roles for solving political conflicts by administration, taking care
security inside the villages and preventing criminal and narcotic problems including getting rid of all vices out
of the villages which avoided violence of problems leading to disharmony in local areas. According to be
village committee, they used village laws “Hugompakut” and community faith networks or “Kumpongtukwa”
to live together, they also have made understanding and made people have good attitudes to government
including promoted local cultures and traditions. In addition, they had cooperated developing activities for
harmony connections. The roles could be summarized into 6 items i.e. the roles according to law, administration
leader, government leader, community leader, political leader and coordinator. (2) The factors affected the roles
of subdistrict and village headmen for solving political conflicts in Pattani province contained both negative and
positive factors. The negative factors were local unrest situations which prolonged and chronic, overlapped and
deep rooted problems, focusing on quantity more than quality and outcome of the government sections and
concentration to keep the mind of people by subsidiary with populist programs which focusing only on end of
problems that caused the democratic government disordered. Coordinated feeling of people was gradually
exhausted. According to these causes, the local conflicts should have more time to dissolve. On the other hand,
the positive factors were deputies of the subdistrict and village headmen regulated the roles as per local
administration laws, the village headmen as administration officers, head of village security guards and fair
provision aspect including laws which defined the subdistrict and village headmen acting as local officers of all
ministries and departments located in all subdistricts and villages, these factors consequently effected on the
conflicts. (3) The tendency of political roles of the subdistrict and village headmen should have the roles on
“administration tasks” and taking villages’ security including being informed sources of the government. As
for a development role, the subdistrict and village headmen should find problems, analyze data, have initiate
thinking and coordinate with local administration organizations or government to solve and develop their local
areas leading to be strong and self-reliant communities. They should establish discipline and provide
community welfare which leading to solve the local conflicts in finally.
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