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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the reception of political news of
new voters or young people who will soon be of voting age in grade Matayom 6 (the last year of
secondary school) in Kanchanaburi Province; (2) the students’ ideas about politics in the
democratic system.

This was both a quantitative and qualitative research. The sample population was
chosen among Matayom 6 level students in Kanchanaburi Province who were starting to gain the
right to vote. Data were collected from 333 students for the quantitative portion and 35 students
were interviewed for the qualitative portion. Data were analyzed using percentage, frequency and
descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) The students surveyed received the most political news
through television. They reported that there was very little public relations or information given
about politics and voting in their school. (2) Most of the students said they thought that politics
was about gaining benefits, competing for power and benefitting your friends or associates. They
thought there was vote-buying still going on and that the elected members of parliament lacked
ethics and honesty. The majority of students agreed that the prime minister should be elected.
They agreed that elections were the best method in the democratic system and they thought that

citizens should be given the opportunity to participate in political decisions.
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