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Title of Research Paper : A Study of the Buddhist Lent Candle Parade Festival :
A Case Study of Phan District, Chiangrai Province.
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Degree :  Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2006

This qualitative study collected the data by in — depth interview of 17 key
informants : local leaders, school administrators, students, the operational committee, folk
art music teachers, monks, heads of government agencies, local sages, housewife groups,
and people in general. Frequency and percentage were used to describe the data

The findings were briefly described as follows :

1. The development of the Buddhist Lent Candle Parade Festival during 2000
—2005. Three dimensions were development : budget, number of parties joining the
activity and the activities in the festival in Phan District, Chiangrai Province.

Budget. The activity has received funds from various public and private
organizations, such as the tambon administrative organization, the Chiangrai province
administrative organization, the Tambon Muang Phan municipality, and individual donators
since 2000. It has received a larger amount of fund every year.

Parties joining the activity. In 2000, ten public organizations took part in the
activities and the number of participation was 1,000 people. In later years, the number has
been increasing. In 2005, fourteen public organizations and 2,500 people participated in
the activity.

Activities in the Buddhist lent candle parade festival in Phan District. The
activities were Serng Dance, the Sa —lor, Saw, Sung music contest, the candle carving
contest, the Buddhist lent candle contest in terms of beauty and creativity and the

beautiful candle parade contest, and others. In 2000, there only four types of contests and
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the number of public organizations joining the activity was less than 10. In later years,
more and more public and private organizations, including mass groups have joined the
activities. The number of candle parades has increased from 10 to 16 in 2006, for
example.

2. In 2000, public and private organizations, state enterprises, clubs, mass
groups, housewife group, youth groups, people in general and monks joined the activities.

The number has been increasing every year.

Recommendation

1. The government should support the Bqddhist lent candle parade festival in
each project to conserve local traditions and culture by allocation enough budget to all
provinces.

2. The local administrative organizations should fully support the conservation
of the Buddhist lent candle parade festival by allocation a larger amount of budget for
this activity every year.

3. Educational institutions, the communities and temples should play an active
role in conserving the festival. They should invite trainers to train interested people on
folk music and dances such as Sa-—lor, Saw, Sung, Tob Ba Phab, Phon Nok, and Phon
Cherng, and on candle carving so that these things would exist in Thai society.

At present, the new generation is hardly interested in them ; thus, there were fewer

SUCCEssors.





