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Title of Research Paper : People's Opinion on the Direct Election of Mayors : A Case

Study of Nakhorn Chiangrai Municipality

Author ¢ Mr.Narongsak Tueansakul
Degree 1 Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year ;2006

The study was aimed at finding out the people’s opinion on the direct election of
the mayor of Nakhorn Chiangrai Municipality and identifying the faétors influencing their
opinion. A questionnaire was employed to collect the data from 397 eligible voters in the
Nakhorn Chiangrai municipality area. Percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test and

F-test were used for data analysis.

The findings were briefly stated as follows :

1. Most of the respondents were female. Their ages ranged between 41-50.
Most of them completed primary school and were engaged in general employment.
Their monthly incomes were in the range of 3,501 — 5,000 baht. Their hometown was in
Nakhorn Chiangrai Municipality. They lived in the municipal area for 21 — 30 years. The
majority went to vote in the latest election of the Members of Parliament. Most of them
agreed with the idea of the direct election of the major.

2. Most of respondents highly agreed with the idea of direct election of the major in
both election system and election process except the candidates with moderate agreed

3. When the hypotheses were tested, the factors found to be significantly related
to their opinion on the direct election of the mayor were experience in using the rith to
vote and knowledge and understanding about the Municipal Act of Direct Election of the

Major. On the contrary, gender, age, education, occupation income, number of
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residential years in the Nakhorn Chiangrai municipality area, and political participation

were all found to have no influence on their opinion.

Recommendation

1. Since it was found that the people agreed to the idea of electing the mayor
directly, the Election Committee and the Local Government Promotion Department
should disseminate related information more widely so that people will have a better
understanding of the direct election of the mayor.

2. The Local Government Promotion Department, the Election Committee and
Nakhorn Chiangrai Municipality should educated péople about the amended Municipal
Act of B.E. 2496 (12m issue) so that people will have a better knowledge and
understanding of local government and decentralization of power.

3. The local government organizations and their administrators should realize the
importance of people’s opinions in local government and give them an opportunity to
express their views about local administration or local development activities.

4. The Election Committee and local administrators should prepare people and
youths for the direct election of the mayor so that they can have a basic knowledge

about such an election.





