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Title of the Research : Social and Cultural Change in the Capitalist Era :
A Case Study of Sam Chuk 100-year Market Community

Sam Chuk District Supanburi Province

Author : Mrs.Kalya Chetwong
Degree : Master of Arts(Social Development)
Year : 2006

The objectives of this research are to study social change and development of Sam Chuk
100-year Market Community ; study trends of change at the area including problems and
obstacles in social development of Sam Chuk 100-year Market Community.

It is a qualitative study collecting data from relevant documents, non-participant
observation, and the in-depth interview of 15 key-informants. Data analysis is done with logical
context description and descriptive statistics.

Results of the study reveal that during the Capitalist Era Sam Chuk 100-year Market has
changed from subsistent economy to market economy noticeably ; this led to the change in the

people’s livelihood, from primarily rural way of life to more urban lifestyle, In addition, the |
 construction of road around the area caused change in traveling patterns from waterways in the
past to more and more depending on in-land vehicles, which was more convenient resulting in
consumption change in many cases. This complicated change caused problems as well as
prosperity to some people in the community. In the end, the people realize the problem and want
to revive the community by using local social capital to promote cultural conservation tourism.

The socio-cultural change can be divided into 3 periods :

The traditional culture Period : The important indicators of this period are ancient Thai

community’s way of life ; produce primarily for home consumption ; people of different ethnic

origins live together harmoniously.
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The Period of Waterway Trading Prosperity : continued for quite sometime before the
main roads were built around the area causing change and problems for the people particularly
those trading along the waterways.

The Revival Period based on Local Social Capital : the committee for the market
development was formed with help from outside organization, aiming at revival the prosperity of
the community by cultural conservation tourism.

Trends of Change in the future : there are signs of more co-operation and participation
for community development among people in the community than the period when the urban

lifestyles were dominated. This change may lead the new generation to create their community
with new perspectives of local wisdom and modern technology for the benefits of the community
as a whole.

Among recommendations emerged are, for example, more qualitative research should be
carried out in the area to have more knowledge and information of ethnicity, community tradition,

and so on.





