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The survey was conducted for two main objectives : 1) to study the decision-making
. on electing the Chairman of the Provincial Administrative Organization of people in Muang
District, Samutprakarn Province, and 2) to examine their participation in such an election.

The data were collected from 350 eligible voters in Muang District, Samutprakarn
Province. These voters were selected by accidental sampling. The researcher himself
distributed capers of the questionnaire to them.

The descriptive statistics-frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation- were
used to describe the data and the inferential statistics - correlation and Chi-square-were
used to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summed up as follows:

1. General background information. Most of the respondents were males. They
were 26-35 years old and married. They frisked at last vocational school and associate
degrees. Most of them were Buddhists. They were engaged in agriculture and general
employment. They earned a net in come of 5,001-10,000 baht a month. With regard to
their decision-making, the majority said that they would go to vote and then voting would be
based on the qualifications of individual candidates as well as on the political parties.

2. Access to political news and information. Most of the respondents seldom
received political news through the television and radio.

3. Participation in politics. Most of the respondents has moderate political
participation.
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4. Knowledge and Understanding about the role of the Provincial
Administrative Organization. In fact, the respondents were found to have a little
knowledge and understanding of the role of the Provincial Administrative Organization.

5. Knowledge and understanding of democracy. Most of the respondents had a
little knowledge and understanding of democracy.

6. Relationship between variables and decision-making on electing the
Chairman of the Provincial Administrative Organization. The only factor found to have
impact on the people’s decision-making was their degree of participation in politics. On the
contrary, the factors found to have no significant impact on the decision-making were
gender, marital status, education, occupation, net monthly income, access to political news
and information, using the right to vote, knowledge and understanding of the role of the
Provincial Administrative Organization, and knowledge and understanding of democracy.

Recommendations

1. The government should have a policy to educate people youths and adults-
continuously about democracy.

2. Political parties should be developed through the support from the people by
having them participate more in politics to urge them to go out to vote on the election day.

3. The government should publicize through mass media-television, radio and
newspapers-the strengths of new election menthod to urge them to go out to vote.

4. The government should educate people about the role of the Provincial

Administrative Organization and about democracy.





