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The three objectives of the survey were 1) to study the role of local leaders in
natural resource and environmental conservation management in the Mae Srouy
watershed area in Mae Srouy subdistrict and WaWee Subdistrict, Mae Srouy District,
Chiangrai Province; 2) to identify the factors affecting their role in natural résource and
environmental conservation management ; and 3) to reveal the problem in playing their
role. The data were gathered from 190 local leaders in the area by uéing a
questionnaire. Percentage, frequency, mean, standard deviation were used to describe

the data and t-test and F-test (One Way ANQOVA) to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summed up as follows :

- Most of the local leaders in the study were male the average age was 37.93.
Most were 31-40 years old and were married. They were in agriculture (rice fields,
plantations and orchards) the majority finished not higher primary education. The
average household income was 4,797.37 baht per month. Most of them and a monthly
income of 5,000 baht or less. One third of them were assistant subdistrict
officersivillage headmen and chairpersons/committee members of community groups.
Also most lived in the area for more than 20 years. More than half had never undergone

any training on natural resource and environment conservation.
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The local people received support from the public and the private sectors at a
low level. They were recognized by community people at a high level and had a good
knowledge and understanding about natural resource and environmental conservation.

The role of local leaders in natural resource and environmental conservation
were found to be moderate in all respects. The most important was promoting the
people’s participation in the conservation, followed by developing the conservation and
following up and evaluating the result, respectively.

The factors significantly affecting their role were occupation, social status,
number of residential years, undertaking a training course about natural resource and
environmental conservation, recognition from community people and knowledge and
understanding about natural resource and environmental conservation.

Problems and obstacles The local leaders received little support from the public
and the private sectors in terms of budget and personnel. They still did not realize th.e
importance of natural resource and environmental conservation well enough. Besides,
they lacked advice and inspiration to be active in conservation work. Lastly, they lack
an insight about it.

Recommendation

1. Public agencies concerned should allocate enough budget and personnel to
the area to assist the community in conservation management. A clear policy, plan or
project, as well as related activities should be established.

2. Local leaders and local people should be continuously educated about
natural resource and environmental conservation so that they will have a good
knowledge and understanding about it and realize the importance of solving the natural
resource and environmental problems. In addition, they should be train how to manage
natural resource and the environment.

3. The public and the private agencies should provide local people with
assistance, advice and some guidelines for correct methods, including following up and
evaluating the results, coordinating with then and stimulating them to play their role

continuously.





