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People’s Participation in Urban Community Development : A Case Study of Mahanak
Mosque Community in Pomprabsatruphai District, Bangkok

The two objectives of the study were (1) to find out the level of participation of people in
Mahanak Mosque Community in urban community development and (2) to identify the factors
influencing their level of participation. The research results would be presented to the community
committee for improving or promoting the people’s participation in community development.

A questionnaire was employed to collect the date from 201 households in Mahanak
Mosque Community. Percentage and mean were used to describe the data and t-test and F-test to
test the hypothesis.

The findings were summarized below.

1. The female respondents out numbered the male ones. Their avérage age was 40.
More than half were married. Two-thirds finished secondary school to higher vocational school.
More than half were small traders, general workers and housewives. Their income was not more
than 10,000 bath. Also more than half lived in the community for at least 31 years. They
acknowledged the community problems at a high level. They received news from the
disseminating tower most often, followed by from neighbors and community committee,

respectively.  They had the closest relationship with people within the community
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2. The overall level of participation in urban community development was found to be
moderate. The people in Mahanak Mosque Community was found to participate most in culture,
followed by society and economy respectively, in fact, they took part in evaluation, attendance of "
meeting and decision making at a low level, but in implementation and gaining benefits at a
moderate level.

3. When the hypotheses were tested to find out the factors influencing their participation
level, the following were found :

The women participated in urban community development more than the men. These
aged 50 years or more participated in it more than those in other age ranges.

Widows and widowers participated in it more than single and married people.

These with lower education than secondary school participated in it more than these with
a Bachelor’s degree or higher.

The housewives participated in it more than people in other occupations.

The people in the income range of not more than 5,000 baht participated in it more than
those in other income ranges.

Those who lived in the community for more than 50 years participated in it more than
those who did so for less than 50 years.

Those who received news through the disseminating tower participated in it more than
those who did so through other sources.

Those who were more aware of community problems participated in it more than those
who were less aware of them.,

Those who had a closer relationship with community people participated in it more than
their counterparts. |

Those who had a moderate to good relationship with politicians participatéd in it more
than those who had a poorer relationship with them.

Those who had a good relationship with the community committee participated in it more
than those who had a poorer relationship with it.

Recommendations

1. The district office and the community development section should encourage people

and the community committee to see the importance of participating in community development

by making them understand the benefits of such participation.

2. The community committee should launch a campaign for people to participate in

community development through particularly the disseminating tower. It should inform people of

community problems and usage them to participate in all aspects of activities held to develop the

community.

3. The community committee should build a good relationship with all levels of

politicians in order to seek their cooperation in solving community problems.





