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For the glory of the nation, efforts have been pushed to find the way to raise our
youths, not only to become good health, but also good mind and moral. This
correlational-comparative study aimed at examining the integration of family, school,
religion school, and psychological characteristics as correlates of Buddhist Religious
Behavior of secondary schoolers in Buddhaputtra Training Camp.

There were three research objectives. First, to compare Buddhist Religious
Behavior between students attending and not attending Buddhaputtra Training Camp.
Second, to examine the interactional effects between Buddhaputtra Training Camp,
psychological characteristics, and situational factors on Buddhist Religious Behavior.
Third, to pinpoint at-risk groups of students reporting less Buddhist Religious Behavior.

This study was based on Interactionism model as a conceptual framework with
other important theories, such as, psychological theory of moral and word behavior
(Bhanthumnavin, 1993), and Theory of Planned Behavior(Ajzen, 1991). Stratified quota
random sampling was used to obtain the samples with the total of 485 of 9" graders
from three schools with Buddhaputtra Training Camp, and other compatible three
schools but without Buddhaputtra Training Camp. The samples consisted of 222 males

and 255 females.
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Five groups of variables, based on Interactionism model, were assessed. The
first group was Buddhist Religious Behavior, consisting of 3 variables: Buddhist belief,
Buddhist practice in daily life, and Benjadrama behavior. The second group was
psychologicai traits, consisting of 3 variables: inteligence quotient, future orientation
and self control, and mental health. The third group was situational factors, consisting of
3 variables: Buddhist child rearing practices, loved and reasoned child rearing
practices, and Buddhist activity in school. The fourth group was psychological states,
consisting of 2 variables: favorable attitudes toward Buddhist Religious Behavior, and
behavioral control related to Buddhist practices. The last group was biosocial and
background of the samples.

Most of questionnaires in this study were in form of summated rating scales.
From carefully try out and selecting items in each questionnaire, the reliability range was
between .75 to .89. Four hypotheses were analyzed both in total sample and
subsamples, with two approaches of statistics: three way analysis of variance with pos
hoc test as Scheffe’ , and multiple regression analysis (enter and stepwise).

in summary, hypothesis 1 and 2 were supported in subsamples, while
hypothesis 3 and 4 were fully supported. There were four important research results.

First, the students attending Buddhaputtra Training Camp were the ones who
reported more tavorable attitudes toward Buddhist religious behavior, behavioral control
related to Buddhist practices, Buddhist belief, Buddhist practice in daily life, and
Benjadrama behavior than their counterparts. The resuits were especially found in high
GPA students, students receiving religious education, students with less family
members, students with bad relationship with parents, students receiving less salary,
and low GPA students.

Second, students with strong Buddhist background or high psychological
readiness were the ones who reported more favorable attitudes toward Buddhist

religious behavior, behavioral control related to Buddhist practices, Buddhist belief,
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Buddhist practice in daily life, and Benjadrama behavior than their counterparts. This
later result were found in student in general.

Thirdly, all 8 variables, consisting of 3 psychological traits, 3 situation factors,
and 2 psychological states, could account for 1) Buddhist belief in total sample with
38.1%, and with the highest predictive percentage of 44.7% in students with high
educated parents. The important predictors in order were favorable attitudes toward
Buddhist religious behavior, Buddhist activity in school, Buddhist child rearing
practices, behavioral control related to Buddhist practices, future orientation and self
control, and intelligence quotient 2) Buddhist practice in daily life in total sample with
40.0%, and with the highest predictive percentage of 50.9% in students with low
educated parents. The important predictors in order were favorable attitudes toward
Buddhist religious behavior, future orientation and self control, Buddhist child rearing
practices, good mental health, behavioral control related to Buddhist practices, and
intelligence quotient, and 3) Benjadrama behavior in total sample with 50.0%, and with
the highest predictive percentage of 60.8% in students not attending Buddhaputtra
Training Camp. The important predictors in order were future orientation and self control,
behavioral control related to Buddhist practices, favorable attitudes toward Buddhist
religious behavior, good mental health, Buddhist child rearing practices, and loved and
reasoned child rearing practices.

Finally, the findings from this study revealed 6 at-risk groups of students who
reported less Buddhist religious behavior. They were 1) low GPA students, 2) students
not receiving religious education, 3) students attending Buddhaputtra Training Camp
with non-volunteering, 4) students with bad relationship between parents, 5) students
with bad relationship with parents, and 6) male students.

Based on the findings in this study, two recommendations for practice were as
follows: First, the at-risk groups of students mentioned above should received urgent
attention. In order to increase Buddhist belief and Buddhist practice in daily life, they

should be trained to heighten favorable attitudes toward Buddhist religious behavior, as
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well as future orientation and self control. Moreover, along with the training, Buddhist
activities should be promoted in school of these students. For improving Benjadrama
behavior, not only training to enhancing both psychological characteristics mentioned
pefore should be administered, but aiso promoting activities that can increase
behavioral control related to Buddhist practices.

Second, for general secondary schoolers, family plays important role in
increasing Buddhist religious behavior. Buddhist child rearing practices, as well as
foved and reasoned child rearing practices are urgently encouraged to parents. Schools
should also support and promote Buddhist activities both within and outside classroom,
as well as to encourage the students to attend Buddhaputtra Training Camp. Religious
institution should support the preparation as well as the improvement of Buddhaputtra
Training Camp in terms of budget, resources, and personnel.

Three recommendations for future study were as follows. First, longitudinal study
should be conducted to follow up the effectiveness of Buddhaputtra Training in Thai
youths. Second, experimental evaluative study should be conducted to test the
sustainable effectiveness of training other important psychological characteristics along
with training from Buddhaputtra Training Camp on improving Buddhist religious
behavior in youths. Finally, other statistical approach, such as path analysis should be

employed in order to provide big picture of the study.





