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The objectives of this resea;ch comprise 1} to study the evolution of the marriage
ceremonial forms among Muslim’s way of life in the lower south; 2) to study the outcome of the
marriage ceremonial change.

It is a qualitative study using the in-depth interview as a main tool for data collection.
The 15 key-informants are 3 religious specialists, 3 senior citizens, and 9 married couples.

Results of the study can be summarized as follows:

1. The evolution of marriage ceremonial forms among Muslims in Yala province has
changed in the external components; not in the religious context.

2. Forms of marriage ceremony uphold religious principles as well as customs not
conflicting to religion, such as fasting, clothing, and other glittering objects.

3. Religious factors affect the decision to change the marriage ceremonial forms.

4. Religious organizations at the provincial level play roles in fixing direction of the -
change.

5. People’s attitude toward marriage changes from custom to religious practices.
Marriage customs of the long past based on localism change in the direction of Islamic culture
with the reference of international Islamism.

6. The influence of capitalism has make some Muslims spending more money for
. marriage ceremony in contrast to people’s helping hands in the past. This happens even in the
remote communities.

Recommendations emerged, among others, are 1) in male selection, one should consider

religious virtue as the main criterion; 2) reduction in steps of marriage ceremony to facilitate

marriage among young people; 3) the government should support the principle of strong family
system with appropriate knowledge, religious virtue with the policy involving community

participation, “My House My Paradise”.





