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The study was made for two purposes : 1) to find out the attitude of hilltribe
people toward natural resource and environmental conservation in the Mae Srouy
watershed area WaWee Subdistrict, Mae Srouy District, Chiangrai Province and 2) to
indicate the factors affecting their attitude forward the conservation. A questionnaire
was used to gather the data from 332 hilltribe people living in the Mae Srouy watershed
area, WaWee Subdistrict, Mae Srouy District, Chiangrai Province. Percentage, mean,

~ standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One Way ANOVA) were used for data nalysis.

The findings were summed up as follows :

_.Male respondents outnumbered female ones. The average age was 32.77.
Nearly half were 30 years old or less. They were married and lived with their spouses.
Most were in agriculture. More than half completed not higher than primary school.
The average monthly household income was 2,948.19 baht. The majority earned a
monthly household income of 2,500 baht or less, and lived in the area for more than 20
years. They had never undergone training or attended a seminar on natural resource
and environmental conservation. Also, they were not members of any group or

committee.



181337

The respondents were found to benefit from natural resources — forest and
water — and to be aware of the natural resource and environmental problems at a
moderate level.

The respondents’ attitude toward the overall natural resource and environmental
conservation and all the dimensions of the conservation at a high level. They had the
best attitude toward importance and usefulness of the conservation, followed by
guidelines and methods for conservation, and cooperation in conservation, respectively.

The factors affecting their attitude toward the conservation were age, primary
occupation, number of residential years, attendance of a training course or seminar on
natural resource and environmental conservation, and being or not being a member of a

social group or a committee.

Recommendations

1. Agencies concerned should provide adequate budget and personnel for the
area. A policy, a plan, a‘ project or activities for natural resource and environmental
conservation should be clearly and systematically set up. All the parties — the public,
the private and the people sectors — should continuously cooperate in this task.

2. People should be trained and informed of the importance, problems and
impacts 61‘ natural resources and the environment. They should be made to realize the
usefulness and importance of natural resources and the environment and to feel
responsible for conserving lthem.

3. People should be encouraged to form social groups and these social groups
should be urged to participate in the conservation.

4. The forest area and the residential area or the arable land should be clearly
divided and people should be informed about the zones. Severe penalty should be
determined for those who violate the law.

3. People participation should be developed. The people should be involved in
analyze and solve the problems in the local area. They should cooperate in materialize

the solution and in imposing regulations or social measures to deal with violators.





