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This research aims at studying the characters of social capital to be used for
strong community development and to study causes and forms of the social capital
change by studying at a silk weaving group, Ban Nong Sopon Maljakiri district, Khon-
Kaen province. Data collection is done mostly through the in-depth interview
technique; 15 key-informants were interviewed in-depth for the matter. Data analysis
is done with logical context descriptions and descriptive statistics.

Results of the study can be summarized as follows:

1. Dominant characters of the social capital are unity among people living in
the same community; the feeling of fondling, respecting each other and mutual help
can be applied for high benefit with various occupational groups such as the silk
weaving group study.

2.The studied silk weaving group’s social capital is a high quality one with
high trust and commitment to work of the group members higher than the required
standard. The network is tight while outside network is more casual.

3. Causes and forms of social capital change can be divided as follows:

- Internal cause, i.e., custom — tradition, values, rules and regulation, group size
and leadership.

- External cause, i.e., supports from government agencies and  other
organization, marketing and competition from similar group.

- Forms and network of the social capital can be cited as formal, i.e., training,
skill development from element organizations, and informal, for example, knowledge or
advice from elder people.

Among recommendations emerged are the group can be developed into a
center for transmission of relevant knowledge and skills; the network can also expand

for the benefit of larger population.





