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The study was conducted for two objectives : 1) to examine the “love of reading” behavior of
secondary school students in Bannangsata Witthaya School in Yala Province, and 2) to identify the
factors related to the “Love of Reading” behavior. A questionnaire was employed to collect the data
from 204 secondary school students in Bannangsata Witthaya School in Yala Province. Frequency,
percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data, and t-test and F-test to test
the hypotheses.

The findings were summarized below.

General information of the subjects. The female students outnumbered the female ones.
Most parents of these students were those who completed secondary school. Most of the students
lived with their parents. They subscribed newspapers journals at home (91.4%) and 46.4% read them
every day. Near their houses there were shops/coffee shops where they could go to read newspapers

(90.9%) and 77.7% read them every day.

Time spent on reading both weekdays and weekends

The students read their textbooks before going to school on weekdays (54.0%). On
weekends, 34.3% read textbooks and 29.8% read something else. On weekdays and weekends,
52.0% read newspapers before going to school. About 38.9% read general news in newspapers on
weekdays and about 41.4% read sports/entertainment news, and articles. On weekends, 32.8% read

general news in newspapers and 27.3% read sports/entertainment news, and articles. About 48.0%
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read magazines on weekdays. About 29.3% did not read magazines on weekends. About 72.2%
watched television before going to school. About 46.5% watched television on weekends. They
spent about 30 minutes watching television (50.5%). On weekdays and weekends; about 34.8 played
computer games and watched VCD and DVD. About 17.7% played computer games and watched
VCD and DVD before going to school. On weekends, 13.1% did so. They spent about 30 minutes
on these activities (13.0%). About 4.0% watched electronic media before going to school, and about
5.6% watched electronic media on weekends.

It was found that the students loved reading at a moderate level (X = 2.80).

The students were encouraged to ready by their families at a rather high level (X = 3.313).

They were encouraged to read by their friends as good models at a rather high level (X =
2.83).

They were encouraged to read by the school at a rather high level their friends as good
models at a rather high level (X = 2.98), too.

When the hypotheses were tested, it was found that gender, the parent’s occupation,
encouragement to read by the family, having friends who loved reading as good models, and
encouragement to read by the school were all found to be significantly related to the “Love of

Reading” behavior.

Recommendations Since the parents played an important role in making their children love
reading, the school should hold a meeting with the parents and tell them to encourage their children to
read more. The school should assign the students to record what they read and turn the record to their

teachers once a week.





