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Accelerated rates of harassment, rapes, and AIDS incidents have gained attention to Thai
researchers to investigate factors encouraging sexual decency in female youths. This study has
served this objective by investigating the psychological and situational antecedents of sexual
decency in female junior college students (Vocational Education). There are 4 purpose of the
study. First, to examine the influence of psychological characteristics on sexual decency.
Secondly, to compare and contrast female students who are in different situations on sexual
decency. Thirdly, to investigate the interaction effects of psychological and situational factors on
sexual decency. Finally, to pinpoint the at-risk groups of female students on sexual decency and
their protective factors.

Trait-Situation model, known as Interactionism Model, is used a conceptual framework
of this study to guide the literature review and to direct the hypothesis formation. Many variables
from several important theories (e.g., The Psychological Theory of Work and Moral Behaviors,
Theory of Reasoned Action) are employed.

Participants in this study are female junior college student in vocational education with
the total of 501. They are from 3 collages in Bangkok and 3 co‘llages in outer province. Range of
age is 15 to 22 years old, with the average of 18.72.

Groups of variables in this study can be divided into 5 groups. The first group is the
sexual decency as a group of dependent variable, consisting of 2 variables: non sexual seductive
behavior, and avoiding sexual risk peer relationship behavior. The second group is psychological
traits, consisting of 4 variables: mental health, future orientation and self-control, need for

achievement, and sexual decency values. The third group is situational factors, consisting of 4
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variables: love and reason oriented child rearing practice, parental preaching on sexual decency,
at-risk in tempting areas, and expose to sexual information on media. The fourth group is
psychological states, consisting of 2 variables: favorable attitudes toward sexual decency, and
belief in internal locus of control of reinforcement relating to sexual decency. The final group is
biosocial background of the participants.

Most of the variables are assessed n terms of summated ratings questionnaire. They are
tried out to 100 female students similar to the samples. Two statistical criteria are used to select
items in eéch questionnaire: item discrimination and item-total correlation. Reliability in terms of
alpha coefficient is computed for each questionnaire, with the range of .62 to .90.

'Five hypotheses are obtained based on the Interactionism Model. They are tested by two
 statistical approaches: 1) Three-way Analysis of Variance with pos hoc test of Scheffe’. and
2) Multiple Regression Analysis in terms of Enter and Stepwise. Data are analyzed in both total
sample and in subgroups categorized by biosocial back ground of the participants.

Based on the research results, there are 5 important findings. First, students reporting
more love and reaSon oriented child rearing practice from parents, more parental preaching on
sexual decency, and being in at-risk in tempting areas, are the ones reporting more avoiding
sexual risk peer relationship behavior than their counterparts. This result is founded in 2
subgroups: young students, and students with more female siblings.

Secondly, two-way interaction effect is founded that students with high sexual decency
values together with high belief in internal locus of control of reinforcement relating to sexual
decency or students with high favorable attitud;‘s toward sexual decency and good mental health
are the ones reporting more avoiding sexual risk peer relationship behavior than their
- counterparts. These results are especially found in senior students.

Thirdly, all psychological characteristics and situatior-lal factors with the total of 10
variables can predict 1) non sexual seductive behavior with 68.3%in total sample, and with the
highest predictive percentage of 79.4% in students having a part time job. The important
predictors are favorable attitudes toward sexual decency, sexual decency values, at-risk in
tempting areas, and future orientation and self-control. And 2) avoiding sexual risk peér
relationship behavior with 19.4% in total sample, and Wim the highest predictive percentage of

67.0 % in students frequently visiting entertainment place.. The important predictors are belief in-
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internal locus of control of reinforcement relating to sexual decency, mental health, and at-risk in
tempting areas.

Fourthly, it is found that favorable attitudes toward sexual decency is the first important
predictor of non sexual seductive behavior. It can predict the behavior with 62.6% in total sample,
and with the highest predictive percentage of 69.6% in students having a part time job. The
important predictors of the favorable attitudes toward sexual decency are sexual decency values,
exposé to sexual information on media, at-risk in tempting areas, future orientation and self-
control, and mental health, with the predictive percentage of 52.4% . Furthermore, belief in
internal locus of control of reinforcement relating to sexual decency is founded to be the most
importaﬁt predictor of avoiding sexual risk peer relationship behavior in total sample with 33.4%
of prediction power. The important predictors of belief in internal locus of control of
reinforcement relating to sexual decency are sexual decency values, mental health, at-risk in
tempting areas, and expose to sexua;l information on media.

Fifthly, results reveal that there are 2 groups of at-risk students needed urgent attention :
senior students, and students having sexual experience

Based on the research findings, two implications can be suggested. First, for the at-risk
groups of students, 4 psychological characteristics should be heightened to increase the desired
behavior: favorable attitudes toward sexual decency, belief in internal locus of control of
reinforcement relating to sexual decency, sexual decency values, and mental health. Secondly, for
students in general, 5 psychological characteristics should be heightened to increase the desired
behavior: favorable attitudes toward sexual decency, belief in internal locus of control of
reinforcement relating to sexual decency, sexual decency values, mental health, and future
orientation and self-control.

For next studies, the research should 1) conduct evaluative experimental study to prove
the effectiveness of the psychological training modules based on this study on the sexual decency
. behavior before widely implement to female vocational education students. Secondly, other
statistical approaches could be used to better understand the data, e.g., Path Analysis, Canonical
analysis. Finally, it is founded that there is less number of predictive power, especialiy in students
with sexual experience. Thus, researchers may consider taking other potential factors in to
account in the next study, e.g., religious variables, moral reasoning ability, boy friend

characteristics, and peer influence on sexual behavior.





