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This quantitative study investigated the factors affecting political participation of high
school students in Muang Pattaya in Chonburi Province. A questionnaire was employed to
collect the data from 300 high school students at Bhothisamphanpittayakarn School and
Banglamung School (150 students from each school). F-test and t-test were used to test the

hypotheses.

The findings were briefly reported bellow.

1) The factors signiﬁcanﬁy affecting the high school students’ participation in politics
were Grade Point Average (GPA), attitude toward Thai politics and following up political news.

2) The high school students in the study were formed to participate in politics at
a moderate level. Mostly, they participated in political activities at school, i.e., electing the
student president and committee merhbcrs and persuading others to vote in election of the student
president and committee members.

3) Some important.problems in the students’ political participation were that the students
lacked interest in following up political news, and that they lacked enthusiasm in searching
political information. The most important was that there was little political atmosphere in the

family and in the school.
Recommendations :

1) Since it was found that most students still lacked a knowledge and understanding of
Members of parliament, such a topic should be add in the school curriculum to broaden their
horizon.

2) Activities that focus on having student participate in politics, such as a public stage,
should be held and students should be encouraged to express their opinions on some hot political
issues that are the talks of the town. Or some poll surveys on topics related to them, such as
wearing uniforms or a certain hair style or extra-curriculum activities, should be conducted to
promote the learning process about political participation.

3) The family should instil the concept of democracy into the children. The parents
should allow their children to exchange their opinions on politics and should encourage them to
constantly follow up political news.

4) The Ministry of Education should design a curriculum and textbooks that promote

political participation at school so that students will develop their knowledge about politics.





