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The three objectives of the study were (1) to investigate the people’s
participations in community and public relations police work in Sadao District, Songkhla
Province, which covered four dimensions, i.e., thinking, decision — making, implementation,
and follow —-'up and evaluation ; (2) to identify the factors related to their participation ; and
(3) to indicate the problems in their participation.

The sample group consisted.of people from different subdistricts in Sadao
District, Songkhla Province, which were the area under the community and public
relations police work project in 2005. They were in 4 villages in 4 subdistricts, which
were Ban Mai, Village 1, Prik Subdistrict ; Ban Klongrum, Village 4, Thung moo
Subdistrict ; Ban Phru Dew, Village 5, Samnak Kham Subdistrict ; and Ban Kuanphla,
Village 7, Samnak Kaew Subdistrict. There were 120 households in total. The questionnaire
employed to collect the data was composed of three parts. The first part concerned the
respondents’ background information, i.e., sex, age, education, income, marital status,
family size, membership of a certain group, and group leadership. The second part measured
people’s participation in community and public relations police work, which covered 4
dimensions : thinking, decision — making, implementation, and follow — up and evaluation.
The third part contained open — ended questions concerning the people’s problems in
participation and their suggestions about the police work in all the four dimensions.
Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data and

t—test and One— Way Analysis of Variance (F —test) to test the hypotheses.
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The findings were summed up as follows :

1. General background information. About 51.7% of the sample were
female. The average age was 33.52. About 71.7% finished no higher than high school
education. About 61.7% were married. About 57.5% had 4 — 5 family members. About
61.7% had never been members of any group. About 83.3% had never been group leaders.
And about 65% had an average monthly income of lower than 5,000 baht. _

2. Overall, the people were found to participate in the community and public
relations police work at a moderate lev;el. They participated most in follow — up and

eva]uatioxi, followed by implementation, thinking, and decision — making, respectively.
| 3. The factors significantly related to their participation were sex, age,
education, and marital status. That is, men participated in this work more than women.
Older people participated in the work more than younger ones. Those with higher education
did so more than those with lower education. Married people participated more than
single/divorced ones.

4. The problem most often found was that the police did not give people
an opportunity to express their opinions. Therefore, some groups of people, especially the
youth group in the local area had no say in different projects. The most often suggestion
was the police should be close to the people and patrol during the night.

Sinc¢ it was found that people in Sadao District, Songkhla Province
moderately participated in the community and public relation police work, the following were
recommended so that they would have more participation in such work.

1. The people should be made to realize the importance of the work so
that they would participate at a higher degree,

2. The police should listen to the opinions of people, especially, women,
teenagers, and poorly educated people. They should be close to the people and patrol
more often in order to create a good relationship with them. This would lead to more

public participation.





