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PATSAWEESIRI PREAMKULANAN : KING RAMA V'S MURAL PAINTINGS AND
HIS ROYAL INTENTION ON MONKS' MANNER. THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. SANTI
LEKSUKHUM, Ph.D.. 151 pp.

This thesis is aimed to study a group of mural paintings in the era of King Mongkut;
the most important characteristics of this group are portraying the theme of monks’ etiquette.
The researcher would like to find out if the theme is directly derived from Tripitaka: this
question was raised because many scholars said that King Rama IV reformed the Buddhism
in Thailand according to this scripture. Furthermore, this thesis would like to analyze the
intention of King Rama IV on the reformation of the monastery that was probably displayed on
the paintings. Another aim is searching for the factors causing a great change of Thai mural
painting to happen in this period. The royal temples that were recorded to be built or
reconstructed in this era were considered in this research.

The results of this research are; the theme of monks’ etiquette came from the rules
recorded in Tripitaka. It is also found that the rules that people can practice in the real life
were intentionally chosen to be painted; it is presumed that this selection is relevant to
Realism and Humanism from the Western world. King Mongkut would like this group of
paintings to be a moral model for monks and laymen and hoped that his subjects are able to
use their wisdom sufficiently and morally for their lives, which finally stabilized the kingdom.
This group of paintings portrays the lifestyles and culture in the reign of King Rama IV as well.
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