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49101308 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY
KEYWORD : MAKARA CREATURE / THE CONCEPT AND ART STYLE
THONGKIJ] NANAPOOLSIN : THE CONCEPT AND ART STYLE OF
TH

“MAKARA” CREATURE FOUND IN THAILAND PRIOR TO 14 CENTURY.

ADVISOR : PROF.M.R.SURIYAVUDH SUKHASVASTI, Ph.D. . 159 pp.

The objective of this particular research is to study the belief and art style of
Makara creature found in Thailand prior to 14" century

The method of this particular research begins with the natural animals
ideology to mythical animals study of which have composed in conjoining with various
animals as Makara creature was originated in India. The concept of Makara had
appeared to sacred writings of the religion for example Veda, Atharva Veda, Visnu Purana,
Lalitavistara. It also includes the evolution of Makara style which revealed in early Indian art
and transferred to Southeast Asia countries. The research will study Makara styles in some
countries that have related upon Thai Makara art in order to study and determine object
aspects in relative dating.

The result of the research particularly found that the idea of concept and
Makara form creation was first appeared in 7" century in Thailand that was made for
religious building ornament such as Theravada sect and Mahayana sect in Buddhism and
Bhramma — Hindu. The main meaning of Makara is an abundance and it is probably built as
an auspicious symbol, in addition, the concept of Makara would be change as its differed
position too. Thai Makara art is influenced from Amaravati, Cupta, post-Cupta of Indian style,
Khmer art and Pegan art and adapted in Thai style created in royal handicraft and local

artisan.

Deparment of Archaeology Graduate School, Silpakorn University =~ Academic year 2009
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