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LT.COL. WICHIT HO-THAI (NATIONAL ARTIST)’S SCORING PROCESS FOR WIND
BAND ’S THAI TRADITIONAL MUSIC.

SUPASIRA TAWICHAI 5337010 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJT, Ph.D., ARNAT
CHARUNYANONT, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This thesis aimed to study Lt.Col. Wichit Ho-thai (National Artist)’s scoring
process for wind band’s Thai traditional music. This research was a study with data collected
from interviewing and analysis.

The research result revealed that Lt.Col. Wichit Ho-thai is a skillful artist who
was an expert in both western and Thai music due to his attentive interest in music. Initially,
he studied western music at the Royal Thai Army School of Music. He attended both theory
and practical parts with the military instructors and performed his duties in the field of wind
band at the same time. After that, he began studying Thai traditional music attentively with a
lot of famous Thai traditional music instructors. That was why Lt.Col. Wichit Ho-thai
achieved both cultural skills so comprehensively that he could score and establish a lot of
wind-band-styled works played with western music instruments.

There were various methods involved in Lt.Col. Wichit Ho-thai’s scoring
process for wind band’s Thai traditional music. Firstly, the songs were selected to be arranged
for certain occasions dependent on appropriateness. Western music instruments would be
located instead of Thai music instruments in the suitable, balance sound range. The last
process was scoring the songs. In this scoring process what showed was his unique scoring
order in Melody Rhythmic pattern Harmony and Phrase. However, the principles and basic
accent in Thai traditional music was still used as the main structure in such western styled

scoring.

KEY WORDS: THAI TRADITIONAL MUSIC SCORING/ WIND BAND/ LT.COL.
WICHIT HO-THAI (NATIONAL ARTIST)

141 pages
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LT.COL. WICHIT HO-THAI (NATIONAL ARTIST)’S SCORING PROCESS FOR
WIND BAND ’S THAI TRADITIONAL MUSIC.

SUPASIRA TAWICHAI 5337010 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NARONGCHAI PIDOKRAJT, Ph.D., ARNAT
CHARUNYANONT, Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

Music has occurred and been created since human life ever existed till
today. It has been a part of many traditions related to local social life and acting as
cultural identity. Cultural differences have actually helped music progress
continuously to finally become a significant part of national arts and culture.

In Thai society and culture, music is an outstanding national identity. Thai
music has become a precious cultural heritage and social server. However, before
coming this far, it has been carried on a long journey through thinking process and
wisdom of our ancestor generation after generation. With ongoing knowledge
transmission, it is to be forever preserved.

Thai music progressed in ways of thinking and forming during the
Sukhothai and the Ayutthaya periods. In literary play and ritual music, only few
instruments were used along with singing. It was in the Rattanakosin period when
more Thai instruments were added. Bands are named differently by varieties of
instruments and band sizes. In the reign of King Rama IV, the entering of the western
culture had a significant impact on the country including government administration,

economy and also Thai music. This influence actually remains till today.
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In the reign of King Rama IV, the arrival of western countries into
Suvarnabhumi region was for colonialism. Together, it brought in different cultures,
e.g., dressing, eating, greeting/salutation and music.

In the reign of King Rama IV, western music was extensively used in
many military activities such as parades and salutations. These use “Kongtraewong”
meaning brass band which is a small band played mainly by horns. The musicians are
military recruits trained by the British trainers.

The brass band has been serving the military until the year 1873 when His
Majesty King Rama V changed its name to “KongTraewong Mahadlek (Royal Thai
Army Brass Band) to serve the royal court. This band was good at performing both
western and Thai songs and was therefore favorable and popular among military
communities. Later, military offices all had their own brass bands with different
names.

With so many different names, King Rama VI decided to coin names for
bands according to the activities they served. The first name given was “Duriyang”
(Wind Band) meaning a band played by seated musicians. Another name is
“Yothawathit” (Military Band), named by Kru Montree Tramote and used for the band
serving military activities such as parades and military processions. The name
“Kongtraewong” has then been less used since then.

Thai Yothawathit Band started to progress and change in many ways.
Players learned to read and write notes and do music arrangement in western
structured way. The teacher who took a major role in this was Somdej Phrachao
Boromwongthur Chao-Fah Boriphat Sukhumphan Krom Phra NakhonsawanVorapinit,
also known as “Thoon Kramom Boriphat” (H.R.H. Prince Borripatara)

He was the first western music teacher in Thailand. With thorough
knowledge and expertise in both Thai and western music, his work in writing and
arranging Thai songs using western music theories for Yothawathit band came out

perfectly.

Arrangement of Thai traditional music for the Yothawathit Band is a very
delicate work. The arranger must have in-depth knowledge and skills, not only in

theory but also in practice of both Thai traditional and western music. The new
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arranged songs need to be different but at the same time must remain its uniqueness of
Thai style.

Therefore, the arranger needs to be thoughtful in selecting appropriate
songs, the balance of mixed sounds, the size of the band, the number of instruments,
the musical forms, the introduction and the ending, the melodic variation, the
harmony, the rhythm, etc. The arranger’s creativity brings about alternative styles of
songs making them more attracting and favorable.

Currently, real Thai songs rearranged for the Yothawathit Band are not
played as much as before. Only some are still in use to serve the public such as
Mahachai song and Maharerk song which are both from Thai traditional songs. Other
than this, some Thai traditional songs have been rearranged just for short time usage in
Yothawathit band competition. However, there is a musical artist who is in favor of
arranging Thai traditional songs for the Yothawathit Band. His name is Lt. Col. Wichit
Ho-Thai.

Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai, also known as “Kru Wichit Ho-Thai” (“Kru”
means teacher) is a musical artist with specialized skills and solid knowledge of music
in both Thai and western cultures. He has learned musical instruments in theory and
practice from studying and working in the Royal Thai Army Band. On the other side,
he has seriously studied Thai traditional music with many Thai teachers. In arranging
Thai traditional music into western style for the Yothawathit Band, Lt. Col. Wichit
Ho-Thai has applied and integrated both sides of his musical expertise in an orderly
manner. His creative work and continuous service dedicated for His Majesty the King
has been well recognized

With the mentioned significance and background, the researcher sees the
value of a well organized study in Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s scoring for the Wind
Band’s Thai traditional music including his personal background and musical work.
Good understanding in his way of thinking and how he created his work shall then be

beneficial for similar kind of musical work in the future.
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Objectives of the Research
To study Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s scoring process for Wind Band’s Thai

traditional music.

Resource Person
Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai
The Royal Thai Army Band Musicians Group
The Chonlaprathan Wittaya School Musicians Group

Research Method
This research aims to study Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s scoring process for
the Wind Band’s Thai traditional music. The researcher conducted the research as

follows.

Information Gathering Methods

1. Document

This was to gather related information from documents, texts and books
from libraries, websites and advisors.

2. Fieldwork Information

This was to gather fieldwork information by interviewing and having the

resource person recorded directly.

Information Management
1. The researcher organized and prioritized information obtained from the
study, related research papers, and interviews with resource people.

2. Tape recordings of interviews were transcribed and sorted by content.
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3. The researcher studied the music scoring process from Thai notes

together with notes of all instruments for the Wind Band

Information Analysis
The researcher studied Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s scoring process for the
Wind Band’s Thai music. The information gathered and the information from
interviews is organized as follows.
1. Lt. Col Wichit Ho-Thai’s personal background with a focus in musical
work. The promotion of his work and his music teaching.
2. Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s scoring process for the Wind Band’ Thai
music. The research worked on Yothawathit’s songs and found the following process.
2.1 Song selection process
2.2 Wind Band instrument grouping and matching process
2.3 Scoring process
2.3.1 Melody scoring process study
(1) Chromaticsism
(2) Western melodies
2.3.2 Rhythm scoring process study
(1) Western syncopation
(2) Rhythmic Pattern
2.3.3 Harmony scoring process study
(1) Scale
(2) Chord
2.3.4 Study of song phrase scoring process
(1) Techniques in creating song sentences
3. Comments from experts that played Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s songs.
3.1 The Royal Thai Army Band Musicians Group
3.2 The Chonlaprathan Wittaya School Musicians Group
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Conclusion

Lt. Col. Wichita Ho-Thai was born on August 14, 1932 at Tambon Bang
Sri Muang, Amphur Muang, Nonthaburi. He finished elementary education from Wat
Bang Rahong Phiromsiri School, Tambon Bangkrang. At the age of 14, he started his
study in Western Music at Duriyang Thaharnbok School (The Royal Thai Army
School of Music). Major Sripho Thossanus was his Music Theory teacher. He
acquired high levels of skill in woodwind and brass instruments through intensive
training with Sergeant Phad Phaephong and Corporal Pradit Klongsoosuk. Captain
Choochat Phitaksakorn was his Harmony and Ear training teacher.

After that, he took serious training s in Thai traditional music from Kru
Jang Wang Tua Patayakosol and began his study in various Thai music components
with many teachers such as Kru Nop SriPetdee, Kru Maew Patayakosol, and
Khunying (Lady) Paitoon Kittiwan. He studied Thai instrumental music from many
teachers, e.g., Kru Bunyong Ketkong, Kru Jamnian Srithaiphan, Kru Samran
Kerdphon, Sergeant Chum Yam-erb-sin and Sergeant Sanit Jindaphate. These were
well known Thai music teachers. After all the training in theory and practice, he has
been honored to conduct Thai Music Teacher Salutation Ceremony till today.

With knowledge and experience accumulated over time, Lt. Col Wichit
Ho-Thai has become a teacher, a specialist and a musical artist who is expert in both
Thai and western music especially in scoring Thai songs for the Wind band.
Throughout his life, Lt. Col Wichit Ho-Thai has been dedicated to work on Thai songs
and the Wind band. For over 60 years, he has put a high level of physical and mental
effort to link between Thai and western cultures in order to preserve Thai songs for the
Wind Band.

Other than scoring many Thai traditional songs, Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai
has conducted many important historical songs for recording including those written
by H.R.H. Boripatara and Kru Jang Wang Tua Patayakosol. He also has scored and
remixed many Thai songs written by other teachers into the Wind Band style, e.g.,
Luang Pradit Phairoh (Sorn Silapabanleng), Kru Montri Tramote, Kru Bunyong
Ketkhong, Kru Chalerm Buathang, etc. Over 20 years, he has worked with others in
reviewing, revising and restoring Thai traditional musical notes of many songs. This

has helped bringing many lost or damaged songs back into use for public service, e.g.,
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Pleng Thao, Pleng Tab in Ramakian, Inao, Pleng Na Phat, Pleng Rueng, Pleng Kred
and varieties of Pleng Rabam (dancing songs).

Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai is not only good at arranging notes of
instrumental music for public use. He is second to none in playing songs with clarinet
and saxophone. In addition to his expertise in Thai music for the Wind Band, for over
30 years, he has always been helping Thai country music in band arrangement and
control. He created many sound mixing styles for many Thai country singers.
Because of his knowledge and expertise, Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai has been respected
and invited as teacher, trainer and promoter of Thai music in international level. And
Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai has been praised as National Artist of Thailand in performing
art (Thai music-Wind Band). This is a great honor to Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai and his
family.

In studying Lt. Col Wichit Ho-Thai’s background, the researcher has
learned the value of his longing and relentless effort for knowledge of musical culture
in both western and Thai traditional ways. The in-depth understanding has enabled
him to create many musical achievements known to public over a lengthy time till
today. The study and research of his biography and musical work should be beneficial
to musicians and Thai musical creativity. It should enhance and preserve a complete
integration between Thai and western musical cultures.

From Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s scoring process for Wind Band’s Thai
traditional music, the researcher has made 3 conclusions as follows.

1. Song selection process is the first step in music scoring. Lt. Col.
Wichit’s criteria is the appropriateness of using the song in the target situation and
event.

2. Instrument grouping and matching is the second process. After song
selection, Lt. Col. Wichit would identify western instruments that can replace Thai
instrument. He would consider the pitch ranges and balance of sounds. There are three
pitch ranges i.e. the high pitch range, played by the high pitched wind instruments,
e.g., flute, piccolo, clarinet, etc. The medium pitch range is played by the medium
pitched wind instruments, e.g., horn, saxophone, trumpet, etc. And the low pitch range

is played by the low pitched wind instruments, e.g., trombone, euphonium, tuba, etc.
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3. The last and most critical process is scoring with western musical
theory. The researcher has concluded this process into 4 areas as follows.

3.1 Melody scoring process.

Lt. Col. Wichit used the original Thai traditional music melody

structure giving special attention to “luk tok™ (falling notes) or the important notes.
In most movements of melodies, there are no more than 3 pairs of gaps between each
note to make it sound nice. The 2 and 7 double steps are avoided so as not to make it
sound too dry. Ornament notes are used to make it sound like Thai style. Lt. Col.
Wichit’s strongest characteristic in Thai music scoring is to use the chromatic system
and bring in western melodies to make the songs more interesting and enjoyable.

3.2 Rhythmic pattern scoring process.

Rhythm process was used in 2 areas, i.e., rhythm for melody
and rhythm for percussion. In the area of rhythm for melodies, the special western
rhythms have been used in writing note value as Syncopation form in writing tie sign.
The sign for emphasizing notes that are not important were used like syncopation in
Thai style. In percussion, Thai rhythmic pattern called “nathab” are used mostly. Some
songs may use western rhythms partly.

3.3 Harmony scoring process.

This process is about considering the keys of the songs. Songs
are in different keys and mostly there are 5 important notes in a melody which would
give pentatonic sound. There are other notes through the song but they are not
important. The vertical harmony or the chord will occur in only some parts of the song
and make the song sound more interesting, harmonious and impressive.

3.4 Song phrase scoring process.

This process is to make western playing sound like Thai
traditional style. Technique mostly used is to repeat phrases to form a linkage. This
creates an imitation of Thai music. It is a melody repeating but at different times by
playing between 2 different keys. It is a technique to create an overlap between song

sentences in Thai traditional music style.
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Songs that have been scored by Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s are now
regularly played by the Wind Band Musicians Group and the Chonlaprathan Wittaya
School Musicians Group. In views of these two groups, Lt. Col Wichit Ho-Thai is
always keen to create new styles of music from western and Thai traditional music and
at the same time preserves the root identity of the nation. This kind of work should
certainly continue. Via his role as a teacher, his valuable knowledge and skills have
been passed on to his students and have contributed great benefit to them over time.
He is widely recognized as the passionate musical artist and the musical teacher of the

nation truly.

Discussion

Western musical culture came in and had influence over to Siamese people
clearly since the reign of King Rama IV. In the beginning, western music was used in
military activities like parades and salutations. The band was called “Kong Trae
Wong”. This kind of music became more popular in the military. In the following
reign, the name was changed to match the events and situations it served. In the reign
of King Rama VI, a name was coined after its function for the first time as
“Duriyang”. Later on military bands were defined by Kru Montree Tramote and the
name “Yothawathit” (the Wind Band) was created for the band used in military
parades and processions.

Once the Wind Band was created, musicians needed to learn the western
way and theory to play it right. A person who had a major role in making progress for
the Wind Band is Somdej Phrachao Boromwongthur Chao-Fah Boriphat-
Sukhumphan Krom Phra Nakhonsawan Vorapinit also known as “Thoon Kramom
Boriphat” (H.R.H. PRINCE BORRIPATARA ). He taught western music in theory
and in practice and made good western musicians out of military students. According
to Wattana Srisombat (1997: 1-13), the military wind band had a big change in 1903
when Thoon Kramom Boriphat joined the Thai Navy as Chief of Staff, RTA.
Professionally, he brought remarkable progress to the Navy band via intensive western

music training.
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Furthermore, he was the first Thai who had knowledge and skills in both
Thai traditional and western music. He used his western music understanding in
composing and scoring Thai traditional music for the Wind Band perfectly. His
musical work has been played widely. He is regarded as the leader who created the
Wind Band for Thailand.

Today, there is a musical artist who continues to preserve and create Thai
traditional music scoring for the Wind Band. He is Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai. He had an
interest in music and started his study in western music from the Royal Wind Band
School at the age of 14. He studied in theory and practice with many military teachers.
Then he had a serious study in Thai music with many Thai musical teachers. This has
enabled him to be a musical expert in both cultures. He has created and widely
promoted a big number of Thai musical works played by the Wind band.

From accumulative knowledge and experience of music in both western
and Thai traditional cultures, Lt. Col, Wichit Ho-Thai’ musical creativity has become
a great linkage between the two cultures. Thai traditional music has been applied and
blended with western music nicely. This is consistent with Waris Charuenphong
(2009: 2) who said that integration of Thai and western or other cultures’ music has
become influencial in Thai social life today. The blending can vary in styles and it is
not only to play different instruments together. Two different sides of knowledge and
theories must be adjusted appropriately. This requires careful thinking process and
methods created by the musical artist.

In the past and presently, there are many musical artists who have created
the similar kind of work of linking Thai and western music together, e.g., “Thoon
Kramom Boriphat”, Kru Prasit Silapabanleng, ML Asanee Pramoj, Ajan Danu
Hantrakul, Ajan Bruce Gaston, Professor Weerachat Premanundha, Khun In Korphai
Band, Boy Thai Band, etc.

Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s scoring work for the Win Band’s Thai
traditional music was created by keeping real Thai songs as a base for rearrangement
into the Wind Band style. This way of work is in line with musical scoring
classification by Weerachat Premanundha (1993: 4) which has defined four ways of

music scoring as follows.
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1. Rearrange the harmony and playing styles of Thai songs using western
concept and instruments. Usually there are no changes in melodies and rhythms
especially the song length ratio controlled by the rhythmic pattern

2. Rearrange the melody and harmony using eastern concept in general.

3. Use Thai music concept and basic intonation as a main structure.

4. Integrate all concepts and methods.

The above principles are mostly in line with Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s
scoring process. His process starts from song selection for an appropriate song. The
second process is grouping and matching western instruments with Thai instruments
for proper pitch range. The last process is the music scoring.

His unique style is noticeable in the last process which is scoring. The
beautiful melody was created by gradual movements. Ornament notes like in western
music are used to make it sound most like Thai traditional song. There is a nice blend
of Thai rhythmic pattern and western rhythm.

In harmony arrangement, Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai uses the same concept
as Bruce Gaston (1987: 48) who said, “...Usage of scales is just an experiment
because we do not yet want to lose Thai scales which are different. Our intention is to
try to develop Thai music to be interesting and understandable to the new generation
and so as not to lose it... ”

As well as with Bruce Gaston’s concept, his scoring process is consistent
with two other music specialists , i.e., Orawan Banjongsilp, and Kowit Kanthasiri
(1983, page 166) who said that the most important thing is to maintain the
characteristic of Thai music no matter what way it is rearranged into. The artist must
understand the background and characteristics of Thai music truly otherwise the
outcome may be deviated.

All in all, the western scoring work is still structured by Thai music
concept and basic intonation. The integration with western theory is to make the song
more attracting.

There is one scholar of music who has been admiring Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-
Thai’s music from working with him. This person is Emeritus Prof. Poonpit
Amatyakul (2013: interview). He gave an interview that, “...I knew about Lt. Col

Wichit Ho-Thai from Khun Ying Paitoon Kittiwan. | was standing and listening to the
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Royal Army Wind Band at Sanam Luang. It was not only his music that was beautiful
and so catching. But the way he conducted it was really striking to me. After that, | got
to know him more from working with him in recording Thoon Kramom Boriphat’s
Wind Band songs and revising notes with Jang Wang Tua into Wind Band music to
serve H.R.H. Somdet Phra Theppharatratsuda Sayamborommara. From working with
him, it is clear to me that he is Thai musical artist with great knowledge of the Wind
Band’s Thai music both in theory and in practice. It is difficult to find one like this. He
showed his expertise in saxophone and clarinet in Eb. And he composed new songs,
not to mention so many of country song recordings. He definitely earned the honor as
the National Artist and the greatest artist for the Wind Band presently... ”

This research about Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s scoring process for the
Wind Band’s Thai traditional music should make known the process for creating the
same kind of work to music composers or musical artists. It will help promote the
Wind Band’s contemporary Thai music to be widely known and carried on to serve the

public.

Recommendation

This research has provided information about Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s
personal background and his musical work including scoring the Wind Band’s Thai
traditional music which shall be beneficial and applied as the below recommendation.

(1) This research reveals Lt. Col. Wichit Ho-Thai’s personal background
and musical work including his orderly scoring process for the Wind Band’s Thai
songs. It also points out the linkage between 2 musical cultures that are Thai
traditional music and western music. The researcher would like to recommend musical
artists or contemporary musical artist to make use of this knowledge in creating their
work for public and for ongoing preservation.

(2) Ministry of Education, educational institutions and musical academies
including the Royal Thai Army Wind Band could use this research as another subject

which will be a guideline for studying this kind of music in both theory and practice.
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