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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research was to develop a participatory learning process model
related to community environmental management, the study factors effecting the participatory learning
process related to community environmental management, and evaluate the effectiveness of the
participatory learning process model related to community environmental management. This research
was action research. There were three sample groups comprising Group 1. local people, Group 2.
leaders, and Group 3. agency representatives. The researcher used the participatory learning process
comprising interviews, group discussions, and group meetings together with survey research using
questionnaire and interviews.

Research results showed that use of the participatory learning process had six steps
comprising: Step 1 — searching, for problems and the causes of problems, Step 2 - analyzing the
causes of the problems, Step 3 - planning solution for the problems, Step 4 - making a Community
Master Plan, Step 5 — action, and Step 6 - evaluation. Stakeholders were concerned about the
perceived information, really understood community environmental problems, jointly learned and
understood, increasingly knew themselves by considering the past and the future, self analyzed their
strengths and weaknesses, learned about real problems, perceived existing social capital, which could
be used for preventing problems, and giving solutions to the community environment leading to a
Community Environmental Management Master Plan with  Four Strategies, of Community
Environmental Development, and Ten Activity Plans. After studying the factors affecting the
participatory learning process related to community environmental management, the researcher found
that the female group, a group who used to receive training and attended the meetings/seminars on
community environment, and the group most in need of community environmental management,
affected the participatory learning process related to community environmental management with a the
statistical significance of 0.05. A group living in the area for 31 years, or more, and a group with
knowledge at the medium level, affected the participatory learning process related to community
environmental management with a statistical significance of 0.01. After evaluating the effectiveness of
the participatory learning process model it was found that the way the participatory learning process
model was related to community environmental management in general was considerable.

Further research recommendations are as follows; related agencies and people
concerned, especially the Local Government Organizations, have to be at the center and cooperate
with internal and external agencies in systematically managing community environments, they
should also think of the quality of life for the community, should develop information systems at the
community center, support community activities which stimulate community environmental
management, and provide a shared learning stage. To enable leaders to have strength and understand
community situations and information. Related agencies should also develop leaders who have
potential and systematic management to bring about sustainable development of the community
environment.
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