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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at developing software for semi-automatic image
segmentation and 3D visualization of nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC) from CT
images. A segmentation technique based on a self-organizing map (SOM) was
proposed in order to extract the tumor region from the images. Initial tumor pixels,
called seed points, were specified. Information from the seed points was used to
determine the extent of the tumor in a CT image. The proposed segmentation
algorithm was then compared with the traditional seeded region growing approach and
standard ground truth images specified by radiologists. The results from the
segmentation showed that the proposed technique was superior to the traditional
approach in that it provided the highest segmentation performance.

After the tumor regions were selected from the images, a 3D model of the
tumor was constructed and presented in the virtual skull which was created from
surface and volume rendering techniques. Precision of 3D reconstruction was
investigated by comparing 3 geometrical models with their 3D reconstructed models.
The results from the 3D model showed that the volume of each 3D reconstructed
model was slightly larger than the actual model. This is because the quantization
effect.

The developed software from this study can help physicians in diagnosis
and treatment planning. Useful information such as common site, cell growth and
invasion patterns can be easily observed. In addition, physicians can compare the 3D
models of pre and post-treatments in order to evaluate treatment efficiency.

KEY WORDS: NASOPHARYNGEAL CARCINOMA/ SELF-ORGANIZING MAP/
SURFACE RENDERING/ VOLUME RENDERING
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