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THE CREATION OF A SELF-EVALUATION METHOD FOR PRIMARY PIANO
STUDENTS, AGE 8-14

KRITTINEE SINGHAPHAN 4836965 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SAKCHAI HIRUNRUX, B.A., M.A,,
ORAWAN BANJONGSILPA, GRAD. DIP. IN. EDUC., M.ED., M.M.

ABSTRACT

This study conducted experimental research in order to create a self-
evaluation method for teaching piano to children ranging from 8 years old to 14 years
old. This involved self-critical examination, an evaluation of the efficiency of research
tools through a questionnaire, and interviews with teachers and students who applied
this method.

The sample consisted of 7 teachers and 14 students from the private music
school of 3 institutes: Wararat Music School, KPN Central Pinklao and YAMAHA
Music School Rama IV. The self-evaluation method for primary piano students acted
as the research tool, which was employed to teach beginner students by interpolating
the activities for 2 months.

This research found that this method was able to help students be more
concerned with how they are playing, which leads to good practice habits.

Additionally, student contemplated their performance more before playing.

KEY WORDS: SELF-EVALUATION METHOD / PRIMARY PIANO STUDENTS
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THE CREATION OF A SELF-EVALUATION METHOD FOR PRIMARY
PIANO STUDENTS, AGE 8-14

KRITTINEE SINGHAPHAN 4836965 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SAKCHAI HIRUNRUX, B.A., M.A.,
ORAWAN BANJONGSILPA, GRAD. DIP. IN. EDUC., M.ED., M.M.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Background and justification

A good teaching should educate student how to understand the learning
concepts and apply with other contexts by self-learning. Teacher should be as a
facilitator in the learning process. Unfortunately, it was found that most teachers in the
current education system have not provided their students with constructive guidance.
Conversely, those teachers instruct their students with the whole concepts which the
students just follow, but cannot apply to the new context. The students have no
experience in critical thinking and authentic learning process which lead to inefficient
teaching and learning process.

Having said that the students should be encouraged to share their ideas and
thoughts in the learning process as well as the teachers should accept the students’
thoughts and advise some comments to fulfill the learning process effectively.

To provide the effective music learning the teachers should encourage the
students to experience with critical thinking. Supitcha Sanpook (2008:1-2) interviewed
some private piano teachers at music school who commented that most piano teachers
provide their students with less chance to participate in the learning process. In

addition, they instruct them with the whole process ie self-evaluation strength,
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weakness, and solution. Consequently, the learning process becomes discoursing
approach. Moreover, the students are not enthusiastic to learn a new piece by
themselves, though they are able to read and understand musical notation.

Due to the old teaching process could not make students thinking, the
teachers should change the way of teaching by cultivating the thinking process. When
they have the problem, they will try to solve the problem by themselves and the
teachers just give the suggestion. Teaching going together thinking regularly can make
the study faster and they dare to share attitude and try new thing.

Furthermore, the teaching which focuses only the output is out of date at
the present time because this study creates the study competition which is very risky in
future. The study measures only the output but does not emphasize on the students’
ability that brings the study for tests not the study for knowing; in other words, this
study does not create critical thinking. Therefore, the teaching nowadays emphasizes
on the evaluating process which helps students to express their capability; at the same
time, the teachers know the students’ ability and skill meet the objective or not.
Additionally, the study of teacher centered shifts to the child centered in order to
handle self-learning (Sakchai Hirunrak, 2004:26-27).

The child centered emphasizes on the students to create new knowledge
through thinking process and the participation in class, adapting knowledge which
have teachers as a facilitator to integrate knowledge (Pimpun Daechakup and Phayao
Yindeesuk, 2005:25).

The child centered outspreads in academic field to let the learners know
how to think, to make decision and to solve problem. Moreover, the evaluation
learning activities become a part of each subject. The ability evaluation is applied for
child centered that is authentic assessment because the learners are able to create their
knowledge based and self assessment; consequently, the students understand and
know the weak and strength points.

This teaching method is in line with the Eight National Educational Plan
(1997-2001) specified that the teachers should pay attention to the child centered and
adjusted the method to their educational plan. It could be seen that this teaching

method vastly improved the students’ ability; hence, teaching piano should applies this
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method in teaching activities with the aim of develop system thinking process of
learners.

Teaching piano focuses on the students as a center which has various
thinking system. The researcher selected thinking system with critical thinking by
letting the students assessing themselves because if they evaluate by themselves, they
know their ability and defect. This method truly makes students know how to solve the
problem and have the teachers as a consultant.

The systematic thinking process is complicated and takes time to make the
students developing their thinking. Hence, the music subject concentrates on the
systematic thinking process and the course focuses on brain through training each
student have many experiences and being able to use their knowledge (Brain
Moore:55).

The research regarded that critical thinking is important as Mark Detuk et
al (1982:21) mentioned that the nature of music is critical thinking and every course,
at the moment, mainly concerns the thinking system. Therefore, the researcher created
the piano teaching method as teacher guidance. These students know how to do self-
evaluate and the teachers have to provide an idea and stimulate students. When they

know the thinking process, to learn piano is easy to develop.

The objectives of study

To create the piano teaching method with self-evaluation approach.

The expected outcomes

1. The creation of a self-evaluation method in piano teaching.

2. The created self-evaluation piano teaching method should develop the
student’s critical thinking process.

3. The result should provide the guidance of cultivating the critical
thinking process by realizing their problem in performance and solving it.

4. The students should self-evaluate themselves in order to find their
weakness and how to improve those roadblocks of technical problem in music

performance as well as solution.
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5. The students should critically analyze the repertoire before starting a

new repertoire for carefully effective performance.

Scope of study

1. The samples of this research are the piano teachers from the private

music school in Bangkok, Thailand as followed:

- KPN Music School 1 teacher
- YAMAHA Music School 1 teacher
- Wararat Music School 5 teachers

Each teacher applies this teaching method with their 2 piano students at
beginner level.

2. The 2 selected repertoires used in the research are the beginner level
repertoires lesson by each teacher.

3. The duration of conducting survey is between 1 February and 31 March
2010

The research process

This experimental research is to evaluate the effective of the creation of a
self-evaluation method in piano teaching for beginner students. The researcher
purposely selected the sample group. The samples are 7 teachers from 3 music school
Bangkok, Thailand: KPN Music School, YAMAHA Music School and Wararat Music
School. Each teacher applied this teaching method with their 2 students and they could

chose the 2 pieces for learning by themselves.

The research tools

The research tools more consisted of:

1. The creation of a self-evaluation method including teacher’s manual
and teaching activities.

2. The questionnaires:
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2.1 The teacher questionnaire with 3 parts: the student assessment,
the effectiveness of teaching piano technique set and recommendation

2.2 The student questionnaire

To create research tools

1. To review the related literatures of self-evaluation ie. concepts, theories,
processes from local and international books, articles and related research.

2. To study the musical learning develop and the students’ learning
perception studying in piano at the beginning level.

3. To apply the concept and the principle of critical thinking with teaching
piano.

4. To consult with the advisor in order to develop the created teaching
method.

5. To prepare the teacher’s manual as a reference for teachers understand
the concept, principle and the objectives of this method.

6. To approach the experts to evaluate the quality of teaching method.

7. To develop the teaching method according to the experts’ comments.

8. To employ the teaching method with the sample group.

9. To finalize the teaching method according to the recommendations of
sample group for effective teaching method.

10. To use the teaching method with the sample students at the beginner
level in order to collect the information and to analyze the result.

11.To create the questionnaire for teachers and students towards the
teaching method in order to evaluate the efficiency of teaching method.

Research tool assessment

To assess the research tools have the process as followed:

1. The thesis committees examined and recommended.

2. To develop the research tools as the thesis committees’ recommendation
and to test with 1 student for gathering the problems.
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3. The modified teaching method was distributed 5 professional piano
teachers to examine the validity of activities and evaluation through Index of
consistency: 10C

4. To develop the tool defect following as the professional piano teachers.

5. To apply this teaching method with the sample.

Collecting data

The collecting data processes were as followed:

1. The piano teaching method was employed with 7 teachers (1 teacher
per 2 students). The teachers apply this method with their students in piano lesson
class and the duration for using this method for 2 months.

2. The teachers and students did the questionnaire for evaluating the
teaching method.

3. The researcher gathered data and the recommendation of both teachers
and students for effectiveness analysis.

Data analysis

1. Collected and classified the data from both teachers and students
questionnaires, evaluations and the recommendation.
2. Analyzed the data in descriptive format.

3. Summarized the result and presented in the report.

Research conclusion

The researcher assessed the teaching method through a questionnaire and
interview both teachers and students. The result found that the self-evaluation method

for primary piano students was good quality.
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Research discussion

The objectives of this research was to create the piano teaching method in
order to help students find their weakness during performance and to provide the
guidance to develop the critical thinking process to the teachers. The processes in the
activities focus on critical thinking which experts mentioned as follow:

1. The researcher created the piano teaching method applying the critical
thinking processes of Ennis (1985:44-46) which divided into 4 parts

- The researcher created the self-evaluate from defining the
problem and indicating existing problem through questionnaire or giving situation for
students.

- The students asked questions the students including their study
problem.

- The students were able to analyze the problem. The researcher let
the students explain their defects as a category.

- The students were solving problem on their own to conclude the
decisions.

This processes made the learners more contemplated during performance
and could solve their problem; moreover, they more concentrated before performance
as well as knew how to good practice by themselves.

2. The researcher applied the theory of critical thinking teaching by
Titsana Kemmanee (1997: 64) presenting with 3 approaches:

- Teaching for direct thinking by using program or lesson method.

- Teaching by developing students, thinking process.

- Teaching by adding learning activities to develop the various
ways of thinking.

The researcher applied the third approach to this research with adding
sound recording and video recording. Both addition encourage the students to reflect
their own performance; besides, stimulating the students to consider their weak point
and to solve it.

3. Both sound and video recording can be used as a tool to encourage

students to develop their musical skills. Applied piano learning principle of
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Pogonowski. Obviously, the results of the second activity provided less weak points
than the first activity in their performance. Pogonowski(1988:10) stated that the re-
playing of the recording of the students’ problem encourage students to critically think
of their strengths and weakness skills and realize how to improve these skills to be
better in the next performance.

4. To create the qualified self-evaluation piano teaching method, the
researcher reviewed and applied the relevant literatures of critical thinking and self-
evaluation. The research tool was examined by 5 professional piano teachers and

educators before applying with the sample group.

Recommendation

1. Research recommendation

1.1. The piano teaching method is suitable with teaching students
who have studied piano for at least 2 years as they are keen on reading music notation
are able to play various techniques in the different repertoires. These knowledge and
skills are the basic factors to create self-evaluation in the learning process.

1.2. The researcher found that applying the self-evaluation teaching
method with the piano learning process is required a period of time to introduce and
develop the critical thinking and self-evaluation concept in the learning process. Most
students have less experience with this method. The self-evaluation should be
educated repetitively in the learning process in order to have the students to be familiar
with this new method. Consequently, the learning will be more effective.

1.3. As some students are lack of self-confidence with their
performance during the sound and video recording, the teacher should encourage their
students with some motivations to release their stress and be more self-confidence.

1.4. In the case of the students are reluctant to share the ideas and
reflect their own weak skills, the teacher should add up some “reflective-question” to
discuss with their students. So, the students feel free to express their opinions.

1.5. The students are pre-nature to improve their weak skills. The

teachers should discuss with the students with both productive and non-productive
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practice. So the students have a chance to self-evaluate whether the selected practice
method should improve their weakness.

1.6. A performance stress is existed during sound and video
recording the teacher should help students release their stress with chatting in general
topic before recording.

1.7. Music interpretation and expression can be taught with the self-
evaluation teaching method. Understanding the overall music style and character is the
vital factor to have the students to interpret and perform the repertoire with expression.

1.8. The self-evaluation form should be completed as a homework,
so the students are able to reflect their own weak skills and techniques and maximize

their practice hours to improve these weakness.

2. Recommendation for further research

2.1. To be more effective learning and teaching music, creative and
analytical thinking can be applied as a part of music teaching method.

2.2. The variety of self-evaluation forms should be developed for
other age level and different level of performance skill.

2.3. The self-evaluation teaching method should be further

developed and applied with any other music instruments.
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