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ABSTRACT

The comparative study of the selected bachelor of music programs
majoring jazz studies in the United States of America, England, Canada, Australia and
Thailand aims to investigate the context of structures, similarities, differences,
directions in each curriculum. This qualitative research employs content analysis as a
comparative research methodology. The findings of this study illustrate the diversity
of the curriculum framework of the jazz studies curriculum at undergradutes level.

The results show similarities in student’s qualifications and education
length in five jazz departments, as well as differences in the jazz departments. The
curriculum structures of these programs comprise courses components: liberal
education, jazz studies, music studies and an elective, with the exception of courses in
their programs in England and Canada excluding liberal education.

This study provides a hands-on analysis of comparative jazz studies
research in the music discipline. The researcher collates the analyses of the relevant
information, and hopes it can help to Thai music educators to be able to use for the
developement of jazz studies curricula in the universities and in Thailand’s higher

education generally in the future.
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