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Abstract
A. Scope of the Study

This quasi-experimental research aimed to compare the level of English

achievement between students who studied in Seif-access Learning Center (SALC)



174081

under teacher-directed mode and teacher-free mode and compare the students’
attitudes toward the SALC by using different modes of studying in SALC; teacher-
directed mode and teacher-free mode. Students from two sections of Foundation
English course (AE 102) in the second semester of the Academic Year 2004 were
selected as subjects. One of these two groups studied in SALC using teacher-
directed mode and the other group chose teacher-free mode. The English level of
both groups were set at (high, average, and low) based on their recent achievement
in the previous course (AE 101). The research was being carried out during a eight-

week-period before the Midterm Examination.

B. Research Methodology

There were two types of research instruments. The first type used for
experiment was four-students’ work in Self-access Learning Center (SALC) by using
teacher- directed mode. The objectives of each work were relevant to the content of
three units studied before Midterm Examination, course outline and course
description. The second type was used for data collecting. It consisted of Midterm
Examination paper in the second semester of the Academic Year 2004 and a
questionnaire. Firstly, the Midterm Examination scores of students who had different
English achievement level (high, average, and low) in both experimental group and
controlled group were analyzed by using factorial experiment and two-way analysis of
variance —-ANOVA). The differences of students’ English achievement in the two
groups of the experiment were tested by the Scheffe test. Secondly, the
questionnaire developed by the researcher based on attitudes questionnaire for self-
access by Wenden (1991) and Sheerin (1997) was measured. The questionnaire
reliability was obtained by Cronbach's alpha (r=0.794). Data was analyzed by using

t-test.
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The findings revealed that there was no significant difference on English

C. Resuits

achievement between students who studied in SALC by using teacher-directde mode
and using teacher-free mode. However, the Scheffe test revealed that students who
were high on English achievement in the two groups of the experiment had distinctive
higher scores in testing of Midterm Examination than those who were average and
low on English achievement at the .01 significance level. The attitude toward SALC of
students who studied in SALC by using teacher-directed mode and using teacher-

free mode were not different and they both had attitude toward SALC in a neutral

degree.



