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“Mae Hong Son" is a Northern Province that has border with Burma. People of
both Thai and Burma Border have a history of Trade and exchanges. Trading in this
area has developed accordingly, particularly when Burma has moved the capital city to
Pinmana and then Mae Hong Son happened to be a Thai province that is
geographically rather close to this Burma’s new capital.

From Document studies and direct field studies, the research team has found
out that “Mae Hong Son” is a province that has promising potential in many aspects but
at the same time many difficulties to face as well regarding this border-trade.

In view of potential, Mae Hong Son has a geographically advantage. The
province is located near many important cities of Burma such as Pajog, Maejae,
Loykho, Tyorgkye, Toghl, and Pinmana. At the same time, Mae Hong Son itself is quite
mountainous and also gleam and rich with forest, making the province a tourist
attraction site ecologically and culturally. Mae Hong Son attracts both tourists and
investors.

From the angle of the merchants, we have found out that they usually have
been doing their trade for a long time, have good mutual relation with these trade-
partners, and also have the ability to handle the local language which is a very
significant point in trading with this partners-particularly these in Burma.

Mae Hong Son, as mentioned before, is a very mountainous province, however,
this character of the province becomes a difficulty for the border-trade itself.
Transportation sometimes is not easy. Some roads, particularly those linking to the
meeting point along the border are in bad condition, bumpy and winding, which can
cause accidents for the transporting vehicles. Most of the transportation is done,
therefore, during the dry season.

Moreover, the province also has infrastructure problem. For instance, the
electricity is more sufficient for the expanding of the province.

From the fact that Mae Hong Son locates at the border with Burma, where
different ethic groups inhabitants. When there is a conflict between the military
government of Burma with the ethic groups, Mae Hong Son consequently face the
problem of refugees.

Besides that, Mae Hong Son has to face the problem of illegal immigrants,

foreign labors seeking works in Thailand because of economical difficulties in their

homeland, problem of human-traffic, and also drugs problem. These problems affect the
border-trade also.

Besides that we found out that the banking system is not so difficult ye, and
most the trade exchange are done in such in Thai Baht currency, therefore, many time

is done in the black market.





