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Abstract 230012

Project Code: MRG5080409

Project Title: EFL Readers’ Multimedia Annotations Lookup Behavior and Its

Effects on Vocabulary Recall and Reading Comprehension
Investigator: Dr. Jenjit Gasigijtamrong
Payap University
Project Period: From 2 July 2007 to 1 July 2009

The objectives of this study were to investigate Thai EFL readers’ utilization of
multimedia annotations while they were reading a hypertext, to observe the relationship
between readers’ English proficiency levels and their multimedia annotation lookup
behavior, and to examine the effects of these selections on their vocabulary recall and
text comprehension. Based on Mayer's Cognitive Theory of Multimedia Learning, a
selected text was redesigned into an electronic format, in which 42 selected words were
annotated with meanings in Thai, meanings in English, sounds, and images. The
participants were 101 non-English major students, enrolled in an English course, from
two universities in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Five instruments - a vocabulary test, a
comprehension test, a questionnaire, computerized log files, and interviews - were used
to collect data. The results revealed that EFL readers looked up 97% of the annotated
words; they used several lookup strategies; English proficiency was an important factor
in their selections; their scores in an immediate test and a 3-week delayed test were
significantly higher than the pre-test scores; they also recalled significantly more words
with annotated pictures than those with no pictures; they understood 27% of the text,
but no significant difference was found among vocabulary test scores and reading
scores of groups that used different types of annotations. Recommendations for
instructors, educators, and courseware designers were included as well as suggestions

for future research.





