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ABSTRACT
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Influenza type A HIN1 is a pandemic disease which is a worldwide outbreak. Centers for
Disease Control has guidline to control the pandemic by closing schools. The purposes of this
study were to determine the effectiveness and impacts of the school closure strategy during the
pandemic and comparing effectiveness between use and nonuse of school closure strategy, using
survey methods among school administrators and teachers (N=396), parents (N=420) and
students (N=401). Data were collected by using questionare for administrators and teachers,
questionare for parents, questionare for students and Influenza type A HINI surveillance form.
Data were analyed using percentage and relative risk. The resuits of the study are as follows:

1. Effectiveness of school closure strategy during pandemic: Most samples stated that
school closure could not protect students from pandemic. Morcover, when school are closed some
students congregated in a community which provided high opportunities for spread of the disease.

2. Impact of school closure strategy: Most samples thought that school closure has more
impacts for school administrators, teachers, parents and students.

3. Comparison of effectivencss between use and nonuse school closure strategy: When
schools were reopened, they have pandemic in the school. When comparing effectiveness
between use and nonuse of school closure strategy by using relative risk, the result is 1.04

meaning that the school closure strategy could not reduce the pandemic.
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The major finding showed that the school closure strategy was not necessary and has
negative impacts. It is suggested that decisions about school closure strategy during pandemic

Influenza type A HINI must be carefully considered.



