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ABSTRACT

Title: A Participatory Action Research Using Community Theatre as a Tool for Communication
Process of Youth Problem: Focusing on Choosing how to Associate with Friends of the

Undergrad in City of Muang Chiangmai

Author: Assistant Professor Jirapat Kittiwarakul

Year: 2011

246421

The numerous research results claim that Thai's youth problem becomes a serious concern
due to confronting with surrounded conflicts; the family weakness, the fascination in nightlife,
alcohol and drug addiction. Even though, the organization and institute related to social concern take
arole in resolving the problem but it is rare to see participatory role of the youth included in the plan.
As the result, the success of the plan only appears on the one side view of the problem but not yet for
the others. Therefore, the Participatory Action Research Using Community Theatre as a Tool for
Communication Process of Youth Problem was carried to fill the gap.

The research was based on the full participation of 35 undergrad voluntaries, the students
taking course in Communication Arts Faculty of Payap University. The team ran the community
theatre project and worked involved in all steps of production. And the “Choosing how to associate
with friends” concept was chosen for the main theme of the 4 series of the stage play.

The results demonstrates 3 dimensions of effect; 1) for overall, the play evaluated for highest
score of success 2) members of the team had been learnt and developed in social life, working skill
and including art performing skill and 3) a community theatre is a very good tool for communication
of teenagers in both communicator and receiver role which might being a prototype of problem

solving for other problem issue of youth.
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