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ABSTRACT 2489 34

Title Knowledge and Medication Consuming Behavior in Older persons,

Sunpuloei subdistrict, Doisaket district, Chiangmai province

Researcher Tevapon Suparakjinda

Year of printed 2011

Older persons consume the highest portion of medication, and they are at a high risk of
suffering from adverse drug reaction if they are using medications inappropriately that can result
in serious health consequences. Therefore, appropriate medication consuming behavior is
important in order to enhance medication safely and effectiveness of treatment, which
consequently, increase older person quality of life. The purposes of this research were to describe
knowledge of medication use and medication consuming behavior in older persons, and to
explore relationships between demographic factors, knowledge of medication use, and medication
consuming behavior. The sample of the study consists of 312 older persons. A systematic
random sampling method was used and the older persons who met eligible criteria were included.
Data was collected using questionnaires developed by the researcher consists of knowledge of
medication use questionnaire and medication consuming behavior questionnaire. The content
validity of knowledge questionnaire and medication consuming behavior questionnaire were .85
and .94 and the reliability were .75 and .70, respectively. Data were analyzed using chi-square
test, Fisher’s exact test, and Pearson’s product moment correlation.

The results of the study revealed that:

1. The overall scores for knowledge of medication use were at moderate level.
Considering each aspects of dosage of medication, and self care while taking medication were at
high level, and the knowledge about drug effect, adverse drug reaction, taking medicine, and

medication storage were at moderate level.
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2. The overall scores for medication consuming behavior were at a high level
Considering each aspects of medication consuming and medication storage were at a high level,
and medication response monitoring and self care behavior while taking medication were at
moderate level.

3. Only age had a significant relationship with medication consuming behavior while,
gender, married status, educational level, income, and disease had no significant relationship with
medication consuming behavior.

4. Knowledge in relation to medication use was significantly correlated with medication
consuming behavior at .01.

The information obtained from this study could be used by healthcare providers to
develop a guideline to advice older persons about medication use and develop intervention to
enhance knowledge of medication use and appropriate medication consuming behavior in older

persons.
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