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The three objectives of the research were (1) to examine people’s participation
in forest resource conservation in the Mae Srouy watershed area, WaWee Subdistrict,
Mae Srouy District, Chiangrai Province ; (2) to identify the factors affecting their
participétion in forest resource conservation, and (3) to indicate their problems in
participation in this task. A ques_tionnaire was used to collect the data from 330 people
living in the Mae Srouy watershed area, WaWee Subdistrict, Mae Srouy District,
Chiangrai Province. Percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One-Way
ANOVA) were used to analyze the data.

The findings were as follows. Most of the subjects were male. Their average
age was 35.42. Most of them were married and lived with their spouses. They were
farmers. More than half finished not higher than primary education. The average
household income was 2,207.58 baht a month. The majority lived in the area for more
than 20 years and had never attended any training course on forest resource
conservation.

The frequency of getting related information was found to be moderate. The
subjects received related information from people, television and voice media at a

moderate frequency. They got information from printed media at a low frequency.
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All the subjects expected to gain benefits from forest resource conservation at a
moderate level but had a knowledge and understanding of forest resource conservation
at a high level.

The people in the study participated in forest resource conservation at a
moderate level in all the aspects. Particularly, they participated most in setting
preventive measures, followed by analyzing problems, and supporting the operation,
respectively.

The factors significantly affecting the people's participation in forest resource
conservation were age, education, primary occupation, income, number of residential
years, receiving training about forest resource conservation, receiving related
information, expectations of the benefits to be gained from doing so, and knowledge
and understanding about the conservation.

Problems and obstacles. There were few government officers who assist them in
conserving the forest. | Deforestation was still a big problem. People still found it
necessary to look for forest things to earn a living. Rules and regulations were not
strictly enforced and penalty was not server enough. There was no real participation in
identifying the cause roots of the problems; Most people were poor and uneducated.
They hardly knew the steps in planning to conserve forest resources. They had no time
to participating in forest conservation. They hardly expressed their opinions. There was
lack of equipment to prevent and extinguish forest fires. Conservation was not seriously

carried out.

Recommendations

1. Agencies concerned should allocated enough budget and personnel for the
area.

2. People in the area should be given occupational training along with
knowledge about the importance and the utilization of forests, problems and impacts of

forest resources on people’s living condition, including a correct method for forest
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resource conservation. Such training will make people realize the essentiality of forest
resource conservation.

3. More public refations should be carried out to spread related information to
people. Particularly, the ageneses concerned should coordinate with community
leaders and local media channels, such as community radio.

4. Activities on forest resource conservation should be held. And all the parties
concerned—the public, the private, and the people sectors —~ should be encouraged to

participate seriously and continuously in all the stages of forest resource conservation.





