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The purposes of the study was twofold : 1) to find out the opinion of local leaders
on natural resource and environmental, conservation management in the Mae Srouy
watershed area, WaWee Subdistrict, Mae Srouy District, Chiangrai Province, and 2) to
identify the factors affecting their opinion on the management of natural resource and
the environment. A questionnaire was employed to collect the data from 190 local
leaders. The statistics for data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, standard

deviation, t-test and F-test (One Way ANOVA).

The findings were summarized below.

Most of the samples were male. The average age was 37.93. Most of them were
31-40 years old, were married and lived with their spouses. Their education was not
higher than primary school. They were primarily engaged in agriculture (farming,
plantation and orchard). The average household income was 4,797.37 baht per month.
The majority had a monthly household income of lower than 5,000 bant. Most of them
were assistant subdistrict officersivillage headmen and chairpersons/committee
members of community groups. They lived in the area for more than 20 years. And
more than half had never attended any training course on natural resource and

environmental conservation.
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Overall, the local leaders had a sense of belonging to the locality at a high level
they were, however, moderately aware of the natural resource and environmental
problems.

Next, the local leaders agreed that natural resource and environmental
conservation in every aspect were suitable at a high level. The most suitable aspect
was people’s participation followed by support from the public sector, the evaluation
and the panning, respectively.

The factors significantly influencing the local leaders’ opinion on the
management of natural resource and the environment were age, marital status,
education, number of residential years, receiving training, and awareness of the natural

resource and environmental problems.

Recommendations

1. Local leaders should seek cooperation from public and private organizations
to provide support in terms of budget, personnel, and material and equipment, which
should be adequate forv operation.

2. A training course on natural resource and environmental conservation should
be held for local leaders to educate them about it and to make them realize its
importance and be aware of the problems in the area.

3. Local leaders should be trained on leadership so that they will be more
responsible for the public good and more enthusiastic to carry out the conservation task.

4. Government officers concerned should assist local leaders to carry out the
conservation work seriously and conterminously. The should seek cooperation from
local people in setting a plan, implementing activities, and following up and evaluating
the results systematically.

5. An award shouid be given to any community that has carried out natural
resource and environmental conservation effectively. They will encourage local leaders

and local people to produce good results





