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The study was conducted for there objectives : 1) to examine the people’s
participation in maintaining the check dams in the Mae Srouy watershed area, WaWee
Subdistrict, Mae Srouy District, Chiangrai Province; 2) to indicate the factors influencing
there participation ; and 3) to identify the problems of their participation. A questionnaire
was used to collect the data from 330 people living in the Mae Srouy watershed area,
WaWee Subdistrict, Mae Sreouy District, Chiangrai Province. Percentage, mean,
standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One Way ANOVA) were employed to describe the
data and to test the hypotheses.

Findings. Most of the samples were male. The average age was 40.13. The
majority were 40 years old or more and their education was not higher than primary
school. Most were married and lived with their spouses. They were farmers and had
lived in the area since they were born. They were not members or committee members
of a certain social group. The average monthly income was 3,759.70 baht. Nearly half
had a monthly income of 2,500 baht or less. They held no social position.

Overall, they received news and information about maintaining weirs at a
moderate frequency. Especially, they got related information from on-air news and
government officials concerned very often .

The samples were found to realize the importance and the usefulness of check

dams at a high level in all the aspects.
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However, they participated in maintaining the check dams at a low level. They
participated moderately in planning the maintenance but they. took part in maintaining
the check dams and using them at a low level.

The factors influencing their participation in maintaining the check dams were
age marital status, social position, receiving news about weirs maintenance and
realization of the importance and usefulness of the weirs.

Problems and obstacles. One problem was that there was no government
officials to train people to know how to maintain weirs. Most, the people hardly had any
opportunity to express their opinions. They still lacked a correct knowledge in
maintaining weirs. There was lack of budget and personnel in repairing the weirs. The
government officials and related people still lacked knowledge and experience in
maintaining weirs. Moreover, there was a lot of sediment depositing in the weirs area.
There was not enough water in the Huay Lek wier. The current weirs did not work
because it was located in lowland and thus could not store water. There were few weirs

in the source of the river.

Recommendations

1. The government sector, the public sector and local people should cooperate
in maintaining weirs. Support should be given in terns of budget, personnel and
techniques.

2. The geographical area should be studied, including the feasibility to develop
weirs to prevent flooding, delay the water flow in the rainy season, and to store water in
the hot season.

3. People should be trained and informed more about how to maintain weirs.
Community leaders should be asked to play a role in this task.

4. Weir-maintaining activities should be held with focus on local people’s
participation to spread the culture of cooperation in maintaining weirs, which came from

local intellect.





