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ABSTRACT
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The purposes of the research are (1) to study history and general information of the
community, (2) to examine home-stay tourism in the community, and (3) to investigate the
changes of the community’s ways of life during the existence of home-stay tourism in 4 aspects,
namely economic, social, cultural, and environmental changes. Descriptive research was conducted
with the following 3 sample groups : (1) 26 people who resided at Moo 10, Baan Jasan, Baan Pho
sub-district : Moo 11 Baanrangjorakhaytai ; and Moo 3 Baanrangjorakhaytai, Rangjorakhay
sub-district (2) 7 home-stay business owners, and (3) 13 community leaders or officials in private
or public sectors. A set of interview and participation observation as well as focus group
discussion were used in data collection.

The research findings indicated as follows :

1. Founded in 2290 B.E., Klongrangjorakhay is an old community. There were lots of
animals in the area, especially crocodiles, so the villagers named the place as Klongrangjorakhay
(canal of crocodiles.) The community is located in the North of Sena Sub-District, Phranakhon Si
Ayutthaya Province. The Klongrangjorakhay canal is the shared border in an L shape of 5 sub-
districts, namely Baan Phoe, Rangjorakhay, Lad-ngar, Baan Krathoom, and Huawiang. The area
is flooded every year, so it is suitable for agriculture.

2. People in the community founded the Klongrangjorakhay Friendly Tourist Group to
operate some tourist activities. Some members of the society co-operatively established home-
stays and created interesting activities for tourists such as cruising to see natural and cultural
scenes along the canal, staying at home with Thai families, having meals with the villagers, and

studying the people’s ways of life.
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3. The community’s ways of life before having home-stay tourism were found that
most people in the community were agriculturists, workers in factories or general workers. They
always helped each other, and maintained their traditional cultures and customs such as having an
annual fair of the Rangjorakhay temple, making merits on the community’s special days, and
environmental. Moreover, they still used water from the canal in their everyday living.

4. The community’s ways of life during the existence' of home-stay tourism didn’t
dramatically change except the economic aspect. People had new kinds of business, establishing

home-stays and providing tourist services that helped them get more incomes.



