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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) study socio-economic circumstance of
population in the area of Ratchaburi Province 2) study population’s opinions toward the integrated
water resources management 3) study problems and suggestions for the integrated water resources
management 4) study and compare case study of community regarding the integrated water
resources management on high land and on plain 5) study characteristic of the integrated water
management.

Since this integrated research used diverse methods for collecting data, sample
groups and random sampling therefore, varied according to the following data collection
methods. 1) Questionnaire by purposive random sampling in the area of 4 districts namely 36
persons in Bankha District, 34 persons in Suanphung District, 33 persons in Bang Phae District,
and 31 persons in Damnoen Saduak Districts totally 134 persons. 2) Indepth interview by
purposive random sampling with group leader representatives, population in the area of
Ratchaburi Province was interviewed in depth regarding problems and suggestions for water
management; 5 persons in each of the mentioned 4 districts totally 20 persons. 3) Lesson distilled
from the case study on the Chee River’s waterway branches in Bangkama Village, Sub-district
Banbung, Bangkha District which is high land and on plain of Mae Klong River, in Saphandam
Village, Wat Kaeo Sub-district, Bangphae District.

From the study, it was found the integrated water resources management was a water
resources management of diverse problems depending upon physical condition with 2
characteristics. To elaborate, on high land, it was discovered that indigenous wisdom, innovation
and belief culture were employed in water resources management, community mainly took part in
the water management both water retention, water distribution and water quality improvement
through support from affiliated bodies in community’s water management. On plain, within the
area of the Department of Water Irrigation, it was found water distribution system, water supply
system as well as solution to water management. The Department of Water Irrigation therefore
played a major role in the water management together with community’s participation as the Joint
Management Committee (JMC) model and water user groups. However, both of the two areas
employed their wisdom in different ways and various models on community’s water resources
management such as information management, communication, public relations and best of all
was participation of community to integrate their water resources management with affiliated
offices concerned for sustainable water management. Suggestions from the research to
community’s readiness, there should be a planning for solution of each aspect by raising
awareness of community members, efficiently building better understanding in water
management, knowledge sharing altogether and then building body of knowledge about integrated
water management. Suggestions for offices concerned, the public sector should actively render
support and encourage the overall water management system. It was also suggested a solution
policy be set to truly meet community’ needs and community’s problems. For suggestions on
policy to increase efficiency in river basin, Local Administration Organization is encouraged to
support in terms of increasing capacity in water management by raising awareness, expanding
network, setting up fund for community’s water management purpose on the integrated water
management by affiliated bodies concerned, information management, public relations including
research activity.

Keywords: Integrated Water Resources Management, Ratchaburi Province
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