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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic factors of farmers
(2) knowledge regarding rice production technology of farmers (3) adoption of rice
production technology by farmers (4) factors relating to adoption of rice production
technology by farmers (5) problems and suggestions for rice production by farmers.

Population in this study was a number of 1,562 farmers who joined the Safety
Food and Standard of Rice Production Full Cycle Project in 2011, and the activity “Rice
Production of Good Quality for Trading and Consumption of Phatthalung Province. A
number of 318 samples were selected by simple random sampling. Instrument for data
gathering was structured interview form. Data obtained was analyzed by computer programs.
Statistics used were frequency distribution, percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
mean, standard deviation and correlation analysis between variables used multiple regression
analysis.

It was discovered from results of the research as follows. (1) Most of the farmers
were female with the average age at 52.17 years. They were educated at primary school level.
Their average number of household member was 4.24 persons while their average number of
household labor and average number of hired labor was 2.26 persons and 2.38 persons
respectively. They were customers of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives. Their average experience in rice-farming was 26.18 years. Their average
attendance in rice-farming training was 1.75 times/year. Their average rice-farming area
was 9.60 rai. In the past production year of 2012, their average revenue earned from rice-
farming was 45,289.48 baht whereas their average expense in rice-farming was 21,705.09
baht. They contacted with agricultural extension officers through meetings. Their receiving
agricultural news from individual media was at medium level while receiving from the
government officials was at high level and receiving from mass media and activity media
were found at low level. (2) Knowledge regarding rice production technology of farmers was
at medium level. (3) In terms of overall opinion, adoption of rice production technology by
farmers was at high level and they took to practice at medium level. The issue that farmers
most practiced was selection of rice seeds that suitable with their rice-fields condition. (4)
Factors relating to adoption of rice production technology by farmers were age, experience in
rice-farming, source and level of receiving news, number of household labor, number of hired
labor, number of agricultural area and revenue earned from rice-farming. (5) Overall of their
problem in rice production was at high level, particularly appropriate water management and
selection of suitable rice seeds. Suggestions by farmers included the government should plan
to timely release irrigation water in accordance with rice cultivation season, provide them
with good rice seeds or support the production of rice seeds for their own use.

Keywords : Technology Adoption, Rice Production, Phatthalung Province
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