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Thesis title: The Image of Thai Women in Literature by Female S.E.A Write Award Winness
Researcher: Mrs.Petsharin Nartsrita; ID: 2511000263; Degree: Master of Arts (Thai Studies);
Thesis advisor: (1) Dr. Somkiat Wattanapongsakool, Assistant Professor; (2) Preeya Hirunpradit, Assistant

Professor; Academic year: 2011

Abstract

This research was to study 1) Thai women’s images in literatures that received the S.E.A Write
Award by female writers and 2) strategies of using language in these works.

The research was qualitative. Data collection was from 5 literary works, Pun Pit Thong (Cement
Covered by Gold), Bai Mai Tee Hai Pai (Lost Leaves), Anyamanee Haeng Cheewit (Gem of Life),
Changsamran (Changsamran Family) and Khwamsuk Khong Kati (Kati’s Happiness). The descriptive analysis
method was used to analyze the data.

It was found that there were 4 aspects of Thai women expressed in literary works receiving
S.E.A Write Award by female writers 1) Characters were analyzed in terms of appearance and personality. It
was found that before marriage, most of women were beautiful and attractive. But their figure would be
changed due to age. On their personalities, it was found that they were like traditional Thai women, but
changing and becoming modern. 2) On relationships with other people in society, the relationships were
classified into family relationships and relationships with other people in society. It was found that those
women were happy however the relationships among people in their families were not so good. As for the
relationships with other people in society, these consisted of friends, girlfriends and colleagues. 3) On the
aspect of leading their life, the image of Thai women is shown having a simple way of life following religious
teachings and accepting Western culture to apply in their way of life. 4) On the aspect of status and roles, they
had roles as daughters, wives and mothers.

On the strategy of using language to reveal women’s images, it was found that there were 7
features of word use: politeness, impoliteness, feeling expression, synonyms, compound words, repetition, and
foreign words. On the rhetorical devices to reveal women’s image, it was found that four were used- simile,

metaphor, signs and allusion.

Keywords: Image of Thai women, Female writers, Literary works receiving the S.E.A Write Award
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