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The study was aimed at (1) examining the participation of farmers organizations in
setting‘ the agricultural pdlicy, (2) identifying the problems in their participation in setting the
agricultural policy, and (3) finding out some way to develop the role of farmers organization in
participating in setting policy.

This qualitative research collected the data by interviewing the target groups from
various occupations : farmers, agro - business people, academic people, politicians and
government officials. There were 21 key-informant in total. Also, the secondary data were taken
from related publications, documents, textbooks, journal articles, research, minutes of the
meeting, web sites, transcribing lectures from the tape, observation of Farmer’s Federations
association :;‘or Development Thailand (SorKorPor) for more than 7 years. The data were
analyzed, discussed and answered the research questions in accordance with the framework of the
study and compared the results with related theories and research.

Findings

There are three categories of policy. The first category includes the policies in which
farmers do not participate in setting. The policies are determined by government officials,
politicians, business people, and international organizations. These policies are, for example, the
Million-Cow policy and the Free Trade Area (FTA) policy. The second category consists of the
policy in which farmers play little role, such as the Agricultural Rehabilitation and Development
Fund policy. The third category includes the policies which farmers play a great role in setting.

These policies are, for instance, the Sugar Cane and Sugar policy.
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Problems in participation in setting the agricultural policy One problem is that the law
does not give an opportunity for farmers to participate in policy-setting. Next, the farmers
organizations have little money to drive the policy, lack the body of knowledge, cannot get
access to related information, and lack efficient leaders. The farmers organizations have no
vision and no model of self-development to follow. They are not strong enough to become
farmers institutes. Their structure was not well organized. The members are not united

To develop the role of the farmers organizations, it is recommended that farmers be given
a body of knowledge necessary to run the organizations. Their thinking process must be
developed the information system must be improved. The organizations structure must be revised.
Leaders that can work at the group, tambon, provincial, regional, national and international levels
must be produced. Next the farmers organizations must coordinate with other people
organizations and the international farmers organization to exchange. Their opinions and
- experiences and to support each other so that the agricultural policy will be materialized .

effectively.





