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The study was conducted for the following purposes : 1) to examine the

decision — making pattern of the youths on attending Tripitaka schools the Formal
Education Section, in the three southern border provinces, and 2) to explore the factors
and the readiness of the Tripitaka schools that were related to the youth's pattern of
decision — making on attending the schools.

The population consisted of the youths studying in the secondary education and
high school education programs offered at six Tripitaka schools, the Formal Education
Section, in the three southern border provinces (Pattani, Yala, and Songkhla). The data
were collected from 192 school students in the second semester of the academic year
2005. A questionnaire was employed as the research tool. Frequency, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, and Chi-Square were used for data analyses.

Findings Most of the youths in the study were 12-15 years of age. Nearly all
had studied in Tripitaka schools for 1 — 3 years. One - third were studying in
Matthayomsuksa 1. Most were in Songkha Province. Also, most of them held a religious
. student certificate.

Family structure.  The fathers of more than half of the students completed
elementary school. The mothers of most of them also completed elementary school.
More than half of the parents were legally married in general employment. The parents
of almost all the students had fewer than 3 children (including the student himself) to
bring up. The average household income per month was not more than 6,00 baht.

Nearly haif came from the family whose income was more or less equal to the expense.
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Before attending the Tripitaka schools, one-third had a monthly expense of less than
200 baht and 200 — 300 baht. Also, before attending the Tripitaka schools,‘ more than
half of the students lived with their parents. Nearly half had a good relationship with
other family members, although they had a quarrel sometimes.

The number of youths to attend the Tripitaka schools was declining, because
some government schools extended basic education to secondary school and because
the government imposed that compulsory education take 9 years and all children can
get education free of charge.

Decision — making pattern and readiness of youth More than half of the
students in the study made a decision themselves on attending the Tripitaka schools.
In other cases, it was the mother who made a decision and the most important reason
was to have the child/nephew educated in both dharma and worldly subjects. More than
half of the students stated that the main reason was to be educated. Before they were
ordained to become novices, nearly half were ready at a high level. However, during
the stage of preparation they were the least ready in reciting the ordaining statements
Ordination.

Overall, the factors related to their attending the Tripitaka schools was found to
be high. That is, their family life was good, their behavior was good, but their faith in
Buddhism was moderate.

As a whole, the readiness of the Tripitaka schools, the Formal Education
Section, was found to be moderate. Thais is, the preparedness and the personnel were
ready at a high level, while the buildings, material and equipment and the budget was
ready at a moderate level.

When the hypotheses were tested, the factor found to be significantly related to
the youths’ decision on attending the Tripitaka schools, the Formal Education Section,
was behavior. In contrast, the factors found to have no relationship with their deasion —

. making were family life, faith in Buddhism, and readiness of the Tripitaka schools.

Recommendations

1. The government should allocate enough budget for each Tripitaka schools to
operate efficiently.

2. The Tripitaka schools should purchase adequate teaching aids and modern
technologies to teach the youths.

3. The Tripitaka schools should provide the students with tramp sport for them
to go to school conveniently |

4. The Tripitaka schools should look after the students’ accommodation and

quality of life.





