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The objectives of this study are 1) To investigate reasons or conditions that
force the core leader woman to engage in the struggle; 2) To explore the course of
struggle of the core leader woman, her roles and duty, and reasons for accepting such
role; and 3) To examine changes or impacts experienced by those Esan women after
the struggle. In this qualitative study, the data was collectected by conducting in-depth
interviews with 15 key-informants, including observation and documentary reviews.
Analysis was made on theoretical and contextual base, with descriptive approach.

Results showed that engagement in the struggle for justice of elder Hai
Khanchandra and the core leader woman rooted in their role of feeding their
grandchildren. For their survival, the farmland is essential for the living. Because of the
flooded farmiand, they became dispowered, disadvantaged, and disengaged from the
society. Under such pressure, elder Hai Khanchandra and the core leader woman have
to rely on their own wisdom and decided to struggle for justice by destroying the dam to
regain their farmland.

Older Hai Khanchandra and the core leader woman had chosen the peaceful

~way of struggle on cultural course and folk ritual, and eventually become succesful,
partly because they asserted of paying tax every year. - The society usually been
compassionate to these women because of their femininity, maternity, fragility, and
sensitivity characters, which thus turn their weakness into strength and brought them to
succeed in confronting with the polices who were under the male superiority in
bureaucratic system. Moreover, the event was very attracted by the public and media,
hence putting plublic pressure on political status of the government, while creating

support to elder Hai Khanchandra to legitimately destroy the dam. This is a new
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dimension of Thai society indicating how to confront with the government authority
under which males are superior. Strategies for this are their belief of self-empowerment,
the learning and experience as traditional healer, having been through major political
events from one time to another, and importantly experiencing the call for justice
consistently throughout 27 years. When the event was revealed to the public by
media, the society thus learned this new role of women and accepted such change, and
then support elder Hai Khanchandra and the core leader woman for their destroy of the
Hau Laha dam. However, some other opposed local agencies and communities may
need some time to adjust and learn the case until they can accept it.

Guidelines for restoration after the dam was damaged are that concerned
organizations need to improve infrastructure such as plots of land, roadways, and
vil_lage water supply. The farmlands are utilized for sufficiency agriculture and toxical
free farming, with plantation around the area to restore the land and increase food
products. These will result in education opportunity for children.

With respect to the government policy and involvement of local community and
women, the government should bring the lesson learned from the difficulty of the poor to
draw its policy to encourage the management of environmental resources on
participatory and fair manner. In practice, the local government should ecsure that
those inferior people are heard even only one voice such as that of elder Hai
Khanchandra and her family. These people should be allowed to participate in
suggesting solution before any government projects are initiated, and that they are
implemented in transparent, accountable, and effective manner, with bottom-up
direction.

Recommendations

There should be studies to examine potential impacts of every government
project, allowing the participation of community, focal people and women in particular,
including government and non-government organizations, in making decision for
resource management and local development. Concerned organizations should take
active responsible roles. There should also be the law to protect people's rights and to

solve the problems on a fair basis, particularly in case of local development project.





