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The study aimed to find out the reading behavior of secondary school students whither they
loved or did not love reading and the methods the parents use to encourage their children to love
reading, including some problems that hindered the children’s developing the habit of reading.

This qualitative research collected the data by in-depth interviewing 12 key informants and
took secondary data to analyze together with the primary data. The data were tested for with three-
legged techniques, that is, considering the harmony of the contents on the basis of logic, theory and

context. The results were then described by using the descriptive statistics.

The findings were briefly stated as follows:

The school students who love reading will have a good attitude toward reading and know the
usefulness of reading. They know what kind of books they enjoy reading and can see what types of
books are useful. They have their own techniques and strategies, including reading skills. One
purpose of their reading is to acquire additional knowledge to supplement their assigned textbooks.
Other purposes are reading for entertainment and for solving daily life. They love reading because of
their direct experience of seeing the parents read and because of receiving support to read since their
childhood.

As for school students who do not love reading, although they have a good attitude toward
reading, they do not like reading because their parents neither force them to read nor act as their

model, nor make them feel that reading is crucial.
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Regarding the way for parents to encourage the children to read, the parents in fact can build
a habit of loving reading since their childhood by talking to them, read them tales or children stories,
by reading with them and noticing their reading skills, and by urging them to read any kind of books
or publications to get new experiences, by persuading them to go to book stores or subscribe books,
and by not preventing or forbidding them from buying books other than textbooks.

The problems of promoting reading are (1) that the parents do not have enough time for their
children, (2) that they do not know how to make children love reading, (3) that they are still adhered
to the traditional value that it is not good to read other books than textbooks (4) that the environment

does not help to promote reading, such as no library and rather high prices of books.

Recommendations

1. Behavior of loving and not loving reading. The teacher should advise school students
who love reading to be a model for those who do not love reading. For example, the former may tell
the latter some stories that they read or may read a story to the latter or may try to talk to the latter
about books. As for school students who do not love reading, the teacher or the school should hold
some reading activities to give them advice about reading. For example, they should start with
reading cartoons or their favorite books. At the initial state, they should regularly read only a few
pages or have friends who love reading. They may ask their friends to tell them about what the latter

read. This will make them enjoy the book contents.

2. Methods of reading promotion. Everyone should seriously participate in encouraging
children to read. At home, the parents should have their children read books that are easy to
understand or necessary to read. They should talk to people around about what to do to promote
reading. The parents should notice what books their children like and find such books for them.
They should take their children to book sources, advise them to choose the books in which they are
interested, and spend time talking to their children on different topics, including those from the books
the children read.

3. The parents should change their traditional idea of having the children read only
textbooks. They should make their children feel that all kinds of books give knowledge and are
useful. They should sacrifice their time to build the children’s interest in reading book. The
government and the private organization should set a budget to build a public library or the book-for-

rent stores.





