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Abstract

A research on ‘Guidelines to Promote Tourism based on the Culture of 8
Ethnographic Groups in Ratchaburi Province’ aims to investigate the state of existence of
culture from 8 ethnographic groups in Ratchaburi province and to create guidelines in
utilizing culture of 8 ethnographic groups to promote tourism. This qualitative
research employed both individual and group interview, and a participatory observation
as its research tools. Data were analyzed by manifest content analysis technique and
will not focus on interpretation or latent content analysis.

According to the research finding, culture of 8 ethnographic groups could be
divided into 3 categories: 1) culture that has been recorded but becomes extinct; 2)
culture that still exists but will be practiced on special occasions or events, for
example, auspicious traditional dress on special days while dressing contemporarily
daily or special dialects communicating among elders or relatives; and 3) repeating
culture inherited until the present days, for instance, local food, Mon Songkran
festival, Lao Vieng Songkran festival, Thai-Karen Songkran festival, Chinese New Year,
Chinese 10" lunar month festival or Thai-Karen spirit soothing ceremony. Repeating
festivals and culture revealed that these practices have been accepted and selected
by local inhabitants to inherit. They are conserved even though value, belief and
implication in the past have been changed periodically. In conclusion, culture of 8
ethnographic groups in Ratchaburi province has been maintained in the form of
adapted and integrated culture.

To utilize culture of 8 ethnographic groups to promote tourism, ones should
focus on living culture in the community such as ethnic Songkran festival, local or
ethnic gastronomy, Chinese New Year festival or Thai-Karen spirit soothing ceremony.
These traditions threaded relationship of belief, meanings and emotion to render to
targeted tourists in order to attract them to visit and allow them to directly
experience these cultural activities. To arrange tourism activity, ethnic Songkran
festival should be the first to begin as it corresponds to the main national Songkran
festival and it is a long holiday. It is, then, an option for community or tourists who

are interested in joining conservative Songkran festival to learn and take part with
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local people. Moreover, local folks should be revived and local food should be
displayed. These actions are to bring out traditions and culture to top up, to add
value and to differentiate tourism in the province, including to revive and to

conserve dying culture to have its ground to public.
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