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Abstract

This research had the following objectives:- 1) to study the situation in obtaining
knowledge and information of the elderly at present; 2) to identify needs of the elderly for
types of knowledge and information required, for channels to obtain such knowledge and for
strategy to enable them obtain knowledge and information as a lifelong process 3) to
determine opinions of related personnel toward a guideline to enable the ederly obtain
knowledge and information as lifelong learning; and 4) to propose a guideline for promoting
lifelong learning among elderly people.

The samples composed of : 1) 400 elderly who were randomly selected from 10
sub-districts, each from 1 district and 2 districts from 1 of the 5 provinces in the Central
region ; 2) 150 community leaders and community committee who were randomly selected
from the 10 sub-districts. ; and 3) 120 personnel of related agencies who were purposively
selected from the 10 sub-districts. The total samples was 670 people. The data were collected
from the elderly by interviewed and from the rests 2 sample groups by using questionnaires.
The data were analysed by frequency, means, percentage, rank of order and content analysis.
After that, all analized data were synthesized to propose a guideline for enabling the elderly
to obtain knowledge and information as a lifelong process. Then the guideline was verified
and given suggestions for adjustment through a seminar of 15 experts in the field.

The main finding were :-

1) At present, most the elderly obtained knowledge and information in the aspect
of health and through television most. They seldom seeked knowledge and information from
learning sources or attending available activities.

2) The ederly would like to have the following activities available in their
communities: literacy classes, vocational - trainings, related information dissemination and
learning sources, like community learning centres.

3) The community leaders, community committee and the personnel of related
agencies had similar ideas that providing knowledge and information for the elderly, whether
in the aspects of basic knowledge, vocational knowledge or knowledge relate to the elderly,
was still very necessary. An elderly association should be set up in each village with the
financial and other supports from related agencies.

4) The proposed guideline for promoting lifelong learning among the elderly in
each community/village included:- setting up elderly people association and committee, having
the operational plan, providing various forms of non-formal and informal education activities,
setting up community learning sources, following-up and evaluating all activities available.
Moreover, factors effected the success of lifelong learning activities was also suggested in the

guideline.
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