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This present study aims at investigating the antecedents of animal protection
behavior of male youths in rural areas. There are three research objectives. First, to
examine the influence of situational factors on the: animal prdtection behavior of the

Léwarhples. Second, to study relationship of psychological characteristics and the animal
protection behavior. Finally, to investigate the interactional relationship among
psychological and situational factors of the animal protection behavior. The sample of
this study is a group of 504 male students, ‘studying in grad 8 from secondary schools in
Surin province and Bureerum province. The sample of study using stratified quota
random sampling method.

The conceptual framework of this correlational — comparative study is based on
interactionism Model (Magnuss and Endler, 1977). Most of variables in this study are
from several theories, namely, The Psychological Theory of work and moral behavior
(Bhanthumnavin, 1997). The reasoned Action Theory (Ajzen and Fishbein, 1980) and
from important principle and precepts from Buddhist religion.

There are five groups of variables. The first group is animal protection behavior,
consisting of 2 variables: personal animal protection behavior and supportive béhavior
related to animal protection. The second group is situational factors, consisting of 4
variables, namely, Buddhist — child rearing practices, Love and reason - oriented child

rearing practices, mode! from significant other, and receiving environmental information
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from medias. The third group is psychological characteristics, consisting of 4 variables,
namely, clemency, belief in equal souls, mental heaith and future - orientation and self —
control. The fourth group is psychological states, consisting of 2 variables, namely,
attitude toward animal protection behavior and belief in internal locus of control relating
to animal protection. The final group is biosocial background of the sample. Two
statistical approaches are employed to test the hypotheses: Three — way Analysis of
variance with scheffe’ test and Multiple Regression Analysis in terms of Total and
Stepwise. The Hypotheses are tested both in total sample and sub sample.

Six important findings have been identified. First, there were five animal
protection behaviors at — risk groups, namely, students with low GPA, students with low
educated mother, students with farmer mother, students with low educated father and
students with low income, high educated mother.

Second, it was found that four situational factors could account for personal
~gnimal protection behavior and supportive behavior related to animal protection with
284 %and 29.3 % respectively in total sample. The highest predictive percentage of
personal animal protection behavior was evident in young students with 34.7 %
accuracy. Furthermore, the highest predictive percentage of supportive behavior related
to animal protection was found in students with non — farmer mother with 39.2 %
accuracy. The important situational predictors, in summary, were love — reason oriented
child rearing practices, receiving environment information from media and model
significant others.

Third, four psychological traits could account for personal animal protection
behavior and supportive behavior related to animal protection with 29.3 % and 31.2 % in
total sample. |

The highest predictive percentage of personal animal protection behavior was
found in students with non - farmer father with 36.7 % predictability. The highest
predictive percentage of supportive behavior related to animal protection was found in

students with non — farmer mother with 43.0 % predictability. In summary, the important
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psychological predictors of these two behaviors were future — orientation and self —
control and clemency.

Fourth, the two psychological states could account for personal animal
protection behavior and supportive behavior related to animal protection with 39.2 %
and 53.2 % respectively in total sample. The highest predictive percentages of these
two behaviors were found in students with non — farmer mother with 44.4 % and 59.2 %
respectively. The important predictors were attitude toward animal protection behavior
and belief in internal locus of control of reinforcement related to animal protection.

Fifth, all 10 variables could account for personal animal protection behavior and
supportive behavior related to animal protection with 46.2 % and 37.4 %respectively. It
was found that, these 10 variables yielded the highest predictive percentage of 55.7 %
for personal — animal protection behavior in students with high GPA and of 64.4 % for
supportive behavior — related to animal protection in students with high educated

=mother. The first important predictors of these two behavior was favorable attitude
toward animal protection behavior, followed by future — orient action and self — control
and belief in internal locus of control of reinforcement related to animal protection.

Finally, students reporting higher degree of either one of the first two Buddhist
characteristics, namely, clemency and Buddhist — child rearing were the one who had
higher favorable attitude toward animal protection behavior, higher belief in internal
locus of control of reinforcement related to animal protection, more personal animal
protection behavior, or more supportive behavior related to animal protection than their
opposites. These results were more evident in total sample and other 5 sub sample.
Students with higher degree of belief in equal souls reported higher favorable attitude
toward animal protection behavior and higher belief in equal souls than their opposites.
There results were found especially in students with low GPA.

Three recommendations can be made based on the findings from this study.
First, these five behaviors at - risk groups mentioned above. Should be heightened their

favorable attitude toward animal protection, as the first priority, mental health, future -
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orientation and self — control. Furthermore, they should also be encouraged to receive
more environmental information from medias.

Second, in order to increase the two desired behaviors, three psychological
characteristics should be heightened in total sample: favorable attitude toward animal
protection behavior, future orientation and self — control and belief in internal locus of
control of reinforcement related to animal protection.

Finally, Three Buddhist characteristics should be promoted to increase the
desired behavior. Students should be socialized and taught about clemency and belief
in equal souls. Furthermore, Buddhist — child rearing practices should be promoted to

parents in order to practice to their children.
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