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Abstract

This research aimed to examine the relationship between the preposition usage
ability and comprehension of the parts of English sentences where prepositions were
deleted. The subjects of the study included sixty Master’s Degree students in
different fields of study at NIDA in Bangkok, Thailand, who were divided into three
proficiency-level groups—high, middle, and low( 20 each) — based on their reading
scores from a standardized reading test for EFL students. They were administered a
clozetest which c onsisted of two long passages in which all the prepositions were
omitted. The students were asked to fill in each blank in the passages with a single or
complex preposition, and to translate the passages into Thai to measure their
comprehension of the parts where prepositions were missing. When the three groups
were compared, a significant difference was found only between the high- and the
low-proficiency groups in the mean scores of preposition usage and this was also the
case for the mean scores of comprehension of the parts where prepositions were
missing. As a whole, the preposition usage score was found to have a moderate
relationship with the comprehension score. It could be concluded that the readers
were still able to grasp the meaning of the parts where prepositions were missing.
This implied that the ability to use English prepositions had little impact on
comprehension; in other words, English prepositions contributed only little difficulty
to the reading text, for the readers could use top-down processing or background
knowledge, including the linguistic knowledge of the mother tongue to detect the
meaning. It was therefore recommended that, in practicing speed reading, student
readers be trained to quickly scan through, or even overlook, most prepositions to
increase their reading speed.
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