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Title of Research Paper : Roles of the Thai Student Organizations in The Viewpoint of

Political Science Students

Author : Mr.Sunthorn Onnkedphol
Degree . Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year ' ;2006

The five objectives of the study were (1) to examine the attitude of political
science students toward the awareness of teenage problems in terns of deviation
behavior, consumerism and drug abuse ; 2) to find out their attitude toward the
awareness of political events, especially the bloodshed event on October 14, 1973 and
the May violence in 1992 ; 3) to ascertain the degree of their interest in political news; 4)
to reveal their attitude toward the role of the Thai student organizations in terms of its
contributions to society, polities, culture and art, sports and recreation, and academic
affairs, and 5) to identify the factors influencing their attitude toward the role of the Thai
student organizations : personal factors, awareness of teenage problems, awareness of
past political events, and interest in political news.

A questionnaire was employed to collect the data from 200 undergraduate
student in political science from two universities — Chulalongkorn University and
Ramkamhaeng University — who were studying in the academic year of 2005.
Percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data while t-test, F-
test and Scheffe were used to tesf the hypotheses.

The findings were briefly stated as follows :

1. Most of the respondents were females, aged 20-21. The parents were self-
employed, followed by government officials and farmers, respectively. The family

income of more than half was higher than 9,000 baht.
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2. The political science students in the study were found to be aware of teenage
problems - deviation behavior consumerism, and drug abuse - at a high level ,they
were moderately aware of past political events in Thailand while they were interested in
political news at a high level.

3. In their opinion, the expected roles and the actual roles of the Thai student
organizations were different. The expected roles ranging from the highest to the lowest
expectation were contributions to society, academic affairs, politics, sports and
recreation , and culture and art. In reality, the student organizations gave importance to
sports and recreation most, followed by contributions to society, academic affairs,
politics, and culture and art, respectively.

4. The factor significantly affecting the students' attitude toward the actual roles
of the Thai students organizations were age in contrast, sex, income, parents’
occupation, educational institute, awareness of teenage probiems, awareness of past
political events, and interest in political news were all found to have no relationship with
their attitude toward the actual roles of the Thai student organizations.

5. The factor significantly affecting the students’ attitude toward the expected
roles of the Thai student organizations were awareness of teenage problems. On the
contrary, sex , age , income, parents’ occupation, educational institute, awareness of
Past political évents, and interest in political news had no impact on their attitude toward

the expected roles of the Thai student organizations.

Recommendations

1. Universities should strongly support the student organizations to arrange
political activities because it is an important organizations that is closest to the students
actiyities will give students experience outside the classroom.

2. Thai students should play an active role in politics. As they are educated,

they are expected to develop the country in the future.





