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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) the demographics of users
of Khok Nong Kha Forest public land; 2) the conditions of utilization and management
of Khok Nong Kha Forest public land; 3) problems with the utilization of Khok Nong
Kha Forest public land; and 4) approaches for the participatory management of Khok Nong
Kha Forest public land.

The study employed both qualitative and quantitative research methods.
Questionnaires were used for collecting quantitative data from 256 sample households.
Statistics for analyzing the data were frequency, percentage, and mean. The focus
group method was used for collecting qualitative data from contributors comprising
representatives of the utilizers of Khok Nong Kha Forest public land, comprising 19
people from 6 villages. Data were analyzed by content analysis.

The results showed that the majority of samples were female (63.70%),
age between 41 - 50 years (26.20%), educated to elementary level (53.50%), rice farmers
(71.10%), with income of less than 5,000 baht per month (53.5%). The samples utilized
the public land mainly for household consumption and supplementary income. The
activities of utilization that occurred throughout the year were cultivation and raising
animals. Problems with management of the public land were a lack of planning for
utilization by the community, lack of conservation measures, and lack of regulations
and agreements for utilization of the area. Invasion for cultivation, overuse for livestock,
and utilization conflicts between people in the community were the major problems.
The participatory approaches: 1) establish an organization with a defined structure that
will be responsible for the management of Khok Nong Kha Forest public land; 2)
develop a project proposal to request a budget from the local government to be used
for the operation and activities; 3) all stakeholders should participate in the management
activities; 4) establish regulations on the management and utilization of Khok Nong
Kha Forest public land as guidelines for practice.

Keywords: Khok Nong Kha Forest public land, Forest utilization, Community forest
management, Maha Sarakham Province



