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Abstract 

 

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the history of building 

large Lanna style stucco Buddha images; (2) rituals and beliefs involved with building 

large Lanna style stucco Buddha images from the past to the present; (3) the processes 

of building large Lanna style stucco Buddha images in the past and the present; and 

(4) the social and cultural changes that impacted the rituals and methods for building 

large Lanna style stucco Buddha images. 

This was a qualitative study based on in-depth interviews, participatory 

observation and a community survey. The 30 key informants consisted of Buddhist 

monks, donors who paid for Buddha image construction, people knowledgeable about 

building methods and rituals, and faithful Buddhists. The data were analyzed through 

descriptive analysis. 

The study findings revealed that (1) In the past, not many large Lanna style 

stucco Buddha images were built.  Most were built by monarchs and were built with   
a roof covering. In the contemporary era, the number of Buddha images built has 
increased, most are built outdoors with no roof, and the builders range from the 
general public to royalty. (2) In the past the main beliefs supporting the building of 

large stucco Buddha images were the belief in promoting and passing down the 

religion and the belief in demonstrating the great merit of the builder. In the present, 

the beliefs are similar to in the past, but the objective of building the images differs. 

The rituals that accompany the building of these Buddha images derive from Buddhist, 

Brahmin and animist traditions. The rituals in each locality are only slightly changed 

from in the past. In general, the performers of the rituals are less strict than in the past. 

(3) As for the building methods, the construction techniques and materials used have 

changed greatly from the past. (4) Social and cultural changes that affected the rituals 

and construction methods for building large Lanna style stucco Buddha images are 

topographical factors, social leaders, education, communication, technology and 

politics.  
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