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The purposes of this study were to : 1) examine the general states of traditional retail
stores in Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya district ; 2) explore the effects of a free trade and an
investment in modern retail stores on traditional retail stores ; and 3) investigate how traditional
retail stores in Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya district developed. A sample group, derived from
specified random sampling, consisted of 194 retail stores. The data was gathered by an interview.
Statistical analysis was performed in terms of percentage, and arithmetic mean.

The results revealed the following :

1. The general states of most traditional retail stores in Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya district
was a family business type with only one commercial building located near a business area. The
stores were non air-conditioned and the business had begun before 1997. The business hours
were in the morning and evening without employee. A daily income was between 1,001 and
3,000 baht.

2. The effects on the traditional retail stores after the modern ones had operated
included a decrease of capital, profit, and a variety of products, and an increase of problems, and
products prices. The weaknesses of the traditional retail stores was store decoration, promotion
and advertising, as well as the use of modemn technology, while the strengths were the
relationship between owners and customers.

3. The traditional retail stores have tried to adjust themselves and developed their
business especially on financial administration, technological application, services, and marketing

management at a low level.





