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Abstract
The objective of this special case study was about the situation and capabilitylo'f7 s%e?t gngal
forming technology, which located in Thailand. This survey research data which used for further
development of die technology in sheet metal forming process, had been collected from 44 die
manufacturer factories. The questionnaire forms had been used as a tool in this statistical analysis,
which considered in percentage and shown on bar chart. The results had been classified the
situation and capability index of sheet metal forming technology. The classification had been
divided in to 6 levels, which were shown in 8 items such as 1) delivery schedule 2) design and
production technology 3) material and standard parts 4) working ability 5) equipments and
machines 6) employees ability 7) quality control 8) die precision. Mostly, developed countries such
as Japan and Germany have the situation and capability index of sheet metal forming technology at
6™ level. The results indicated that the situation and capability of sheet metal forming technology 1n
Thailand has average level 2.75. To improve for sheet metal forming technology in Thailand, the
suggestions and the advise had been given as follow 1) created network among the manufacturers 2)
increased competitive ability 3) enhance cooperative environments. Furthermore, there are 8 topics
for the research and development of sheet metal forming technology such as 1) materials 2) standard
development 3) understanding of equipment performance 4) rapid prototyping 5) process

automation 6) lubricant and coating 7) process modeling and simulation 8) sheet metal forming
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technology innovation. The research and development will be proceeded which include 1) tooling

and materials 2) energy and the environment 3) quality and productivity.
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