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The two objectives of the study were 1) to find out the decision - making
process of the students who wanted to pursue a Master's degree in a foreign country,
and 2) to identify the factors affecting their decision-making

The data were collected by distributing the guestionnaires to 232 students to
apply to further studies in a Master's degree program with the foreign university
representatives. Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation were employ to
describe the data, and t-test and F-test to test the hypotheses.

The results were briefly reported below.

1. The male students outnumbered the female ones. Most of them were 26-29
years of age and had a Bachelor's degree in Business Administration. Their Grade
Point Average was 3.01-3.50. The parents had a Bachelor's degree and were self-
employed. The family income was 50,000 — 99,999 baht. There were 4-6 people in the
family. They expected to work for government or a state enterprise after graduation.

2. The students received related information from different mass media. More
than half received useful advice form the foreign university representatives. The
expense for a Master's degree program was 1,5000,000-1,999,999 baht. Most of them
expected to have a good job, especially as opportunity to move up the career ladder.
More than half decided to further their education abroad themselves.

3. Al the factors influenced their decision to pursue a Master's degree abroad at

a moderate level. The most influential factor was the length of time for the study,

followed by the country to go, and the field to study. The least influential was the

university reputation.





